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 This is our chance to build 
community awareness while 
working for a great cause. It 
also offers an opportunity to talk 
about our organizations with po-
tential members.
 The Masons have been in-
volved with this Charity since 
1988 – even before the House 
was built. It’s no wonder we re-
fer to it as “The House that Love 
Built,” because lots of love and 
dedication raised funds to build 
this haven for more than 10,000 
families traveling to Roches-
ter for their child’s specialized 
medical care.
 The University of Rochester 
donated the building site, local 
Ronald McDonald owner/opera-
tors and many others in the Roch-
ester area stepped up to provide 
the $1.3 million and the volunteer 
support needed to open the doors 
to the 128th “Home Away From 
Home” in February 1990. The 
Monroe District Masons were 
part of the initial fundraisers; 

thus, an Annual Have-a-Heart 
Event was born. It has since ex-
panded to Concordant Bodies and 
neighboring Districts – the reason 
we sponsor this function as the 
Freemasons of the Genesee.

Bring Your Family
 Bring your family with you 
when you staff. It can be a teach-
ing tool to familiarize them with 
the spirit of volunteerism. Teach-
ing by example is a way of in-
volving children as they grow and 
develop their principles.

The Word is Out!
 The Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Rochester recog-
nizes our donations each year 
with awards and appreciation; 
volunteers from Masonic groups 
have also increased as we realize 
the good we can do at the House. 
Some Masonic Groups go to the 
House and prepare a dinner for 
the families, some collect items 
from the “Wish List,” and some 
make monetary donations from 
special projects. ¤

2017 Have-a-Heart Campaign
for Ronald McDonald
House Charities
Begins February 2nd

Coming Soon … Mark Your Calendar  … 
Plan to Participate!

George Foehner
Chairman
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Damascus News see pages 9-12

What’s Inside?

By James Robb
 The pictured Monuments are 
located in White Haven Me-
morial Park on Marsh Road in 
Pittsford. One was erected in 
the mid 50s, the other in the 
60s. Actual cost to build each of 
these Monuments was around 
$5,000 at the time. Replacement 
costs would, of course, be enor-
mous in today’s dollars. 
 Among the Founders of 
White Haven Memorial Park 
was at least one Mason who had 
visited Inglewood Cemetery in 
California. He is reported to have 
appreciated the clean look of the 
Inglewood Cemetery. As with 
the California site, White Ha-
ven has no above-ground tomb-
stones. Each grave is marked 
by a ground plaque at “level” 
so to speak, with none higher 
than another. While this may 
simply appear to be a matter of 
convenience for grounds upkeep 
among the general public, the 
Masonic significance is obvious. 
 The Monuments are in need 
of care with the older one dating 
back to the 50s requiring more 
effort and love than the other. 
The first efforts have been di-
rected towards the “younger” 
monument since it required 
less work. The White Haven 
Staff has been incredibly help-
ful in terms of removing grass 
overgrowth, power washing the 
stone, refinishing the bronze 
Bible atop the monument and 
creating a pea gravel border 
around the site. Their help will 
continue as work progresses in 
the future. 
 A significant amount of 
loose concrete has been re-
moved and re-pointed as well 

Monument(al) Disaster

as loose stones and kick plates 
being re-set by a small group of 
Masonic volunteers. The joint 
seams of the actual monument 
have also been re-sealed with 
silicone caulk. The bulk of this 
work lies in the manual labor 
of these Brothers. So far, work 
on one monument is about 90% 
done. Since concrete and caulk 
are relatively inexpensive, ma-
terial costs have been under 
$100 so far; time being the ma-
jor investment here. 
 If you have either opera-
tive masonry skills or interest, 
your help will be needed and 
appreciated as we continue the 
process of returning the monu-
ments to their original beauty. 
As always, labors are required 
to perform rudimentary tasks. 
 The work, in itself, is not 
complex and is easily mastered. 
This being said, the older site is 

likely to require the attention of 
a professional monument com-
pany for the re-setting of the 
marble facing. If your skill sets 
are within any of these ranges, 
we would appreciate your con-
tacting any of the following 
Brothers: 

Edward Schmitt 
Phone: 615-7900 

(Inspiration Lodge No. 109) 
Kristian Reninger 

email: kreninger@aol.com 
(ERAC No. 163) 

Jim Robb 
Phone: 703-431-1278 
(Unity Lodge No. 479)

 Work to recommence at the 
sound of the electronic summons 
in the late Spring of 2017. ¤

    Hey, Brethren! We 
are looking for a few 
Brothers, who have 
previously enjoyed the 
Webster Forest of Tall 
Cedars Ceremonial, 
and would consider 

assisting us in the revival of this 
fun-loving event.

Help Wanted!

Brotherhood Fund, Area 15 6
Damascus News 9-12
Lalla Rookh Grotto 2
Letchworth District 8
Looking Ahead 12
Memorials 5
Monroe District 6-8
Order of the Eastern Star 3
Scottish Rite News 4-5
Tall Cedars of Lebanon 2
York Rite News 2

Disaster Appeals for 
Louisiana, Texas

  A message received in the 
middle of September informed 
the Brothers of New York of 
the Disaster Relief program in-
stituted by the Masonic Service 
Association of North America 
to assist residents of Louisiana 
in their recovery efforts. The 
Grand Lodge of Louisiana re-
ported that two Lodge build-
ings had been heavily damaged 
by flood waters and the Valley 
of Baton Rouge, Scottish Rite 
building, which houses an ad-
ditional three Lodges, incurred 
significant amounts of flooding 
and damage. Many Masons and 
Masonic families are among the 
70,000 displaced.
 Any donations forwarded 
to MSA, which is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, will be 
transferred directly to the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana for distri-
bution to those in need. Please 

make checks payable to MSA 
Disaster Relief Fund and send 
to: Masonic Service Associa-
tion, 3905 National Drive, Suite 
280, Burtonsville, MD 20866. 
Please add Louisiana Appeal in 
the memo line on your check. 
Donations may also be made, 
using a credit card, on MSA’s 
website - www.msana.com. 
Thank you for your help.

Texas
 It has been reported that 
Southeast Texas has also suf-
fered severe flooding, which in-
cluded the washing away of at 
least six Lodge buildings. The 
loss of these facilities and all 
the Masonic regalia is devastat-
ing to these Brothers. They also 
can use financial help, but even 
more helpful would be any fur-
nishings which, with the many 

SAVE THE DATE!
April 22, 2017

150th Anniversary Celebration
Valley of Rochester

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

 Unfortunately, our numbers 
have fallen slightly below the re-
quired amount to accomplish this 
ourselves, so we are looking for 
qualified assistance within the sur-
rounding area.
 Please contact Brother  Nick 
Haldoupis at: 872-3910 or email,
nhaldoupis@rochester.rr.com
if you qualify and would be will-
ing to help. ¤

To Secretaries of Lodges in Monroe, Wayne, Ontario/Seneca/
Yates & Letchworth Districts
Part-time Job Opening for a Mason in Good Standing …
 By end of next year, the position of Executive Director of the 
Masonic Service Bureau may be open and we are currently in 
search of a Mason in “Good Standing” to assume those responsi-
bilities. 
 If the current Executive Director is re-elected to this position 
in December of 2016, he will use the year 2017 for training of 
the new Executive Director.
 Any Mason interested should contact the Masonic Service Bu-
reau - (585) 671-9730; bmasonic@rochester.rr.com - for a job 
application, which will include a general description of criteria 
and duties. Applications will be followed by an interview with 
the Committee. 
Fraternally,
Search Committee

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION SUBMISSION IS
DECEMBER 1ST, 2016

 

MSB Directors Authorize
Search Committee

 The following is excerpted from the information supplied to 
Masonic organizations in the Rochester area.

Continued on Page 2
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YORK  RITE
NEWS

What’s Happening
 We have made a good start 
for the year of York Rite Ma-
sonry. At our first September 
meeting we planned dates for 
Degrees. Of course, we will 
be looking for Petitions from 
Candidates for the Degrees. If 
we have planned correctly, we 
will have Candidates from oth-
er Chapters in our District for 
some of the Degrees. Since we 
have Companions learning the 
obligations for each Degree, we 
should have some excellent De-
gree work this year.
 We note with sadness that our 
R\E\ Companion Ray Beards-
ley lost his wife, Lila, in late Au-

gust. We extend our condolences 
to him and his family. Compan-
ion Ray was an active member of 
the Chapter for many years, but 
as with all things, age, etc. has 
reduced his activity. Please keep 
him in your prayers and thoughts 
this coming year.
 If you didn’t notice at our 
September meetings, the main 
door to Northfield Lodge has 
been repainted and the entrance 
looks great. 
 There is much work the 
Chapter needs to do to meet the 
expectation of the Grand High 
Priest. I am sure that our Dis-
trict Deputy Grand High Priest, 
R\E\ Fred Newton, will keep 
us informed and monitor our 
successful conclusion of the re-
quired activities.

Musings
 Companions, I was recently 
thinking about our Rituals for 
the four Degrees and comparing 
portions of the Ritual to that of 
a Lodge. In the Lodge, during 
the first three Degrees, the Bible 
verse for the Degree is recited 
or read by the Chaplain during 
the first part of the Degree. We 
have all heard them and many of 

17 Church Street, Pittsford 14534

R\ E\ John Zabel, High Priest
H) 223-3228

zabelj@mindspring.com

R\ E\ Charles M. Roberts, Secretary
225-6533

cholyone@rochester.rr.com

2nd & 4th
Thursdays
7:30 p.m.

Hiram Chapter
   No. 62

us know the Book, Chapter and 
Verse used for these Degrees. 
 Now we come to the Chapter 
Degrees. We all know the verse 
for the Mark Master Mason De-
gree, Matthew XX, as it is read, 
not in the first part of the Degree, 
but at the end of the Degree and 
we have an idea of what it means. 
The verse is important to the last 
part of the Degree.
 Now we go to the remain-
ing Degrees. In the Past Master 
Degree, the verse is Ecclesi-
astes XII. We should all know 
this verse as it is the verse used 
in the 3rd Degree. Why is this 
verse used for the Past Master? 
It is my opinion that the verse 
is used as the Ritual of the Past 
Master Degree of the York Rite 
was taken from the Ceremony 
of Investiture of a Master of a 
Blue Lodge where the Bible 
verse of the 3rd Degree would 
be appropriate. 
 As our Past Master Degree 
states, it is a Degree that con-
fers the Secrets of the Chair on 
a Master Mason, for the York 
Rite also a Mark Master Ma-
son, allowing him to be able 
to have the Royal Arch Degree 
conferred on him. The Degree 
Lecture explains all of this. If 
you don’t remember the Lec-
ture, come to the next Conferral 
of the Degree and listen to it.
 The Most Excellent Mas-
ter Degree is next. This, as has 

been explained previously, is a 
unique Degree as its Ritual is the 
completion and dedication of the 
Temple of Solomon. It’s the only 
Degree with a completion. 
 The Bible verse for the De-
gree is II Chronicles VI. What is 
this verse? Read it and you will 
see that it is the dedication of 
Solomon’s Temple. The Chapter 
included Solomon’s prayer for 
the dedication of the Temple. 
Obviously, this is an appropri-
ate Chapter as the MEM Degree 
concludes with the dedication 
of the Temple and the prayer of 
Solomon adapted for the De-
gree. Read the chapter and see if 
you see how it fits the Degree.
 The last Degree, the Holy 
Royal Arch, uses Ezra I as its 
Bible Verse. Read the verse and 
you will see that its fits quite 
nicely into the Degree. You may 
not be familiar with all the Books 
of the Bible and the chronologi-
cal sequence of the Books. Ezra 
comes right after II Chronicles. 
II Chronicles includes the dedi-
cation of Solomon’s Temple, as 
previously stated, and ends with 
the fall of Jerusalem and the 
Babylonian captivity up to the 
proclamation of freedom for the 
captives by King Cyrus. 
 Ezra starts with King Cyrus 
proclaiming the he has been 
charged by God to have God’s 
people, the captives, sent to 
Jerusalem to rebuild God’s 

Temple. Since the Royal Arch 
Degree is about the start of the 
rebuilding of the Temple in Je-
rusalem, the verse fits nicely 
into the Degree.
 I suggest that our Compan-
ions, and all interested, read the 
noted passages of the Bible and 
make up your own mind how 
they fit into the York Rite Ritu-
als. If you are not a York Rite 
Mason, consider becoming one 
so that you can learn how these 
verses fit with the Degrees. ¤

Fall ESGA Convention
 At this time, providing the 
paper is on time, I would ask if 
you are going to the Fall ESGA 
Convention being held October 
13-16 in Dunkirk. If you haven’t 
made reservations, I’m sure you 
can be accommodated. This is a 
good time and the more we have 
from Lalla Rookh will make it all 
the more enjoyable. If you want 
to go and don’t have the info, 
contact me or Ken Milner.
 Now that Summer is over 
and we are back to business, I 
remind everyone that we are 
still building the Grotto. There 

Rochester Forest
No. 133

Rob Russo, GTC
261-8545

Donald C. Bell, Scribe
334-7768

4th Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.
17 Church Street, Pittsford 14534

Tall Cedars of Lebanon
of North America

don_bell@hotmail.com

robrusso3@gmail.com

By Don Brugger, PDDSTC
What is to Come

 I hope all had a great time at 
our Fall Steak Roast on Septem-
ber 28th. If you did not receive 
a card for your reservation to 
the Annual Steak Roast, please 
notify our Grand Tall Cedar or 
the Scribe to make sure we have 
your correct address. 
 Our next meeting will be 
Wednesday, October 26th, 7:30 
p.m. at Pittsford Masonic Hall. 
The agenda will cover our An-
nual Nomination and Election of 
Officers and the presentation of 
the Royal Court Degree. 
 The Installation of Officers 
will be the main business at the 
November meeting, if there was 
not sufficient time to accomplish 
it at the October meeting. The 

Disaster Appeals
Continued from Page 1

consolidations in recent years, 
might be stored away.
 Worshipful Edward Schmitt, 
who travels a lot for his profes-
sion, was in the Houston area 
and learned first-hand of their 
dilemma. A Brother of Inspira-
tion Lodge, he brought it to our 
attention, with the hope that his 
Lodge could provide some as-
sistance. He agreed to discuss 
the situation with any interested 

person. Feel free to contact him 
at (585) 615-7900, or email: 
eschmitt@passportsystems.
com for further details or your 
offer of material support to 
these distressed Masons. We are 
sure all offers of assistance will 
be greatly appreciated.
 No notice of this disaster has 
been received from MSA, but I 
am sure if you were to send a 
check to them marked for Texas 
Relief in the memo line, it will 
wind up in the proper hands.
  Thanks for your support. ¤

Lalla Rookh
GROTTO

News
M.O.V.P.E.R.

Roy Moses
Monarch
346-2117

roymoses46@gmail.com

are plenty of Brothers out there 
who would be interested in join-
ing our Grotto. Don’t be afraid to 
approach these Brothers, talk up 
the Grotto, let them know who 
we are and what we do. It would 
be a good idea to have a Petition 
with you. Petitions are available 
from the Grotto Office.
 For the October 19th meet-
ing, I plan on having the Masonic 
War Veterans give us a presenta-
tion. A lot of us are Veterans and 
I think everyone - Veteran or not 
- will enjoy this program.

October Birthdays
 Vance Collom, Jr. (2nd); Keith 
Freeman (3rd); Norman Austin 
(9th); Bernie Lazerson (21st); 
Norris Shaprio (26th); Jim Clan-
cy (30th); and Pat Purcell (31st).

Upcoming Events
 October 3rd - Board of Gov-
ernors, Grotto Office at 7 p.m.
 October 13th – 16th - ESGA 
Convention, Dunkirk 
 October 19th - Stated Meet-
ing, 5:30 p.m. - Social, 6:30 
p.m. – Dinner. Speakers after 
dinner; Meeting follows.
 November 7th - Board of Gov-
ernors, Grotto Office at 7 p.m. ¤

Membership Committee hopes 
to have an incentive program in 
place to kick off our 2016-2017 
Membership Program. You will 
not want to miss this one. 
 If you know of a Brother who 
you think would make a good 
Woodsman, ask him to join us in 
our Fun, Frolic and Fellowship. 
Tell him about our calendar of 
family-friendly social events, 
our Philanthropy history for 
Muscular Dystrophy, our Na-
tional Convention with clown 
costume and other competitions. 
Give him a copy of the Tall Ce-
dar Magazine. Tell him about 
our degrees, economical Dues 
and ease of Initiation. Let’s 
make this coming year a banner 
Masonic Membership Year.
 It was reported that our 
PGTC, Joe Raubar, had a hos-
pital stay in early Summer. We 
hope to have more information 
about Joe’s condition soon. 
 If you know of a Woodsman 
who is ill or in need, please no-
tify our GTC or Scribe
 There will be a dinner, as usu-
al, preceding the October meet-
ing. If you have a prospective 
member, with a signed Petition, 
he will be the Forest’s guest for 
dinner that night. Call the GTC 
or the Scribe for reservations, 
time and place. ¤
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 TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.BHCG.COM

COMMITMENT TO QUALITY SINCE 

1955

We provide all the comforts of home 
at each of our four family owned 
facilities.

CREST MANOR 
Providing Skilled Nursing and

Rehabilitation Services 
FAIRPORT, NEW YORK 14450

585-223-3633

EAST SIDE
Providing Skilled Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Services 
 WARSAW, NEW YORK 14569 

585-786-8151
 

LEROY VILLAGE GREEN 
Providing Skilled Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Services
LEROY, NEW YORK 14482 

585-768-2561 

THE GREENS OF LEROY 
Independent Senior Living 

LEROY, NEW YORK 14482 
585-768-2740

FFCL #476

DON’T OUTLIVE
YOUR

RETIREMENT
INCOME!

GUARANTEED!
Call Bernie Lazerson

(585) 242-9720 
for safety and security----

An independent Broker/Agent with
over twenty-five years experience

Order of the
Eastern Star

 Our thanks for your dona-
tions to the Center of Youth. 
M.W. Neil Laundry, R.W. Joy 
Woodley and I delivered many 
items in late August and they 
were very grateful for our par-
ticipation. 

Monroe District 
OES HiLights

DDGM
R.W. Doreen Rhodes

621-6051
busyrhodes1@hotmail.com

DGL
M.W. Neil Laundry

964-2135
neillaun@hotmail.com

September Happenings
 Well I guess the “Mystery 
Trip” is no longer a “Mystery.” 
We had a total of 40 in atten-
dance and the Mystery was to 
New York State Festival of Bal-
loons in Dansville. There were 
22 balloons of which there were 
6 character balloons. Yes, we 
were transported by a school 
bus and each person was given 
a name tag on which they wrote 
the bus number … just in case 
they got lost. We played games 
on our travels; drinks and snacks 
were also served. Many thanks to 

M.W. Neil and R.W. Donna for 
all their efforts and donations. I 
thank everyone for the $84 do-
nation to Honor Flight. The total 
raised for Honor Flight will be 
revealed at the District Banquet. 
Thank you, Debbie Leipold, for 
taking all reservations.

October Events
 Line Officers … please 
remember the meeting date 
change from October 1st to Oc-
tober 8th. There will be a Har-
vest Festival Service first at 10 
a.m. by the Reverend and R.W. 
Brandi Wooten. This is open to 

one had a good time and we had 
the opportunity to share the day 
with our Sisters and Brothers at 
the Home.
Golf, Dinner & Announcements
 The OES Golf Outing was 
held on July 22nd and raised 
$400 for our Grand Matron’s 
Projects. A District dinner was 
shared with Clinton-Essex that 
evening at the Route 69 Steak-
house & Saloon. At this time, 
our 2017 District Grand Officers 
were announced. 
 Our District Deputy Grand 
Matron will be Bonnie Shaffer 
(Fairport Chapter), District Grand 
Lecturer is M.W. Ken Milner 
(Starlight Chapter), and Pat Pear-
son (Nolatka Chapter) will be 
Grand Representative of South 
Carolina. Our thanks to Ken for 
arranging this get-together.
 Pilgrimage Day dawned 
warm and grew warmer, but the 
weather was bright and sunny 
and there was no threat of rain. 
I had the opportunity to work 
in the Share Booth, attend the 
Golf Association Meeting, and 
join our Grand Matron, Grand 
Patron and Grand Marshal in 
acting as judges for a Member-
Produced Wine Tasting.
 That afternoon, R.W. Do-
reen and I attended the An-
nual Memorial Service and the 
brief dedication that followed 
in memory of our recently de-
parted Associate Grand Matron, 
Betty Lou Smith. Both events 
were deeply moving.

International Travel
 In August, R.W. Donna and I 
traveled to Scotland for a won-
derful 11-day tour, which in-
cluded a side trip of “Outlander” 
highlights for Donna and a tour 
of the St. Clair family’s Roslin 
Chapel and Sir Walter Scott’s 
estate for me. We did, however, 
miss the District Chicken Bar-
B-Que and Peach Festival back 
here at home.
 On August 24th, the Annual 

Grands Association Picnic was 
hosted by M.W. Wanda at her 
home. The brown bag auction 
raised over $170. Wow!! R.W. 
Vickie Gross was elected as 3rd 
Vice-President. Congrats, Vickie!
 Doreen, Joy and I dropped 
another load of donations at the 
Center for Youth in late August. 
Included were cans of tuna, 
jars of jelly and peanut butter, 
pocketbooks, toiletries, stadium 
blankets, etc. Thank you to all 
who contributed. The Center’s 
services are expanding and it all 
has to do with your generosity.
 I’m sure that R.W. Doreen 
will include a report on the mys-
tery trip to the Dansville Bal-
loon Fest held on September 
4th. I, for one, was totally im-
pressed with the launching and 
flight of the balloons themselves 
and particularly with the many 
specialty cartoon character bal-
loons. They ranged from a gi-
gantic Pirate Parrot to a tower-
ing Birthday Cake.
 I hope everyone has taken ad-
vantage of the many chances for 
OES Fellowship in late Septem-
ber and on into October. More 
on those events later. ¤

R.W. Joy Woodley, R.W. Doreen Rhodes and R.W. 
Neil Laundry at Center for Youth unloading van.

all members 
and friends of 
the District. 
Please bring a 
non-perishable 
food item for 
the Food Shelf. 
The Line Of-
ficers meet-
ing will follow 
the Service. 
This is our last 
meeting before 
Grand Ses-
sions. Coffee 
will be served 
at 9 a.m.
O c t o b e r 
21st - District 
Banquet at 
S p e n c e r p o r t 
Masonic Hall, 
133 South 
Union Street, 
Spencerport ; 
5 p.m. – Gath-
ering, 6 p.m. 
- Dinner. Res-

ervations by October 10th. Do-
nation $20.00. Please send to 
Doreen Rhodes, 105 North Park 
Drive, Rochester, NY 14612. 
 Until next time, keep well.

Neil’s Notes
District Grand Lecturer
By M.W. Neil E Laundry
 I haven’t written since June, so 
we have a little catching up to do. 
 I guess I’ll start with the Lilac 
Luncheon which, because of the 
threat of bad weather, was held 
in the Starbright Dining Room 
at the Home. Our DDGM, R.W. 
Doreen Rhodes, with the assis-
tance of R.W. Joy Woodley and 
several of the District faithful, 
performed a patriotic sing-a-
long for the residents and we all 
enjoyed the desserts provided 
by the Home. Thanks to R.W. 
Debbie and R.W. Karen Leipold 
for the favors and patriotic gear. 
 We then moved to Pounder 
Hall for another sing-a-long 
which, to be honest, was less 
than moving. It’s a good thing 
the residents were in good 
voice. More important, every-



SCOTTISH  RITE  NEWS

AASR Valley of Rochester
2016-2017 Officers

Rochester Lodge of Perfection
Thrice Potent Master Neil Bedford, 32°

 

Rochester Chapter of
Knights of Rose Croix

Most Wise Master Lance Daul, 32° 

Rochester Council of the
Princes of Jerusalem

Sovereign Prince Bruce Katz, 32°

Rochester Consistory
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Scottish Rite 
Membership
Development

By Bruce Katz, 32°, Chair
 Brothers, the coming weeks will be an 
outstanding opportunity for introducing 
our Symbolic Lodge Brothers to Scottish 
Rite Masonry. Scottish Rite Day will be 
November 12th, and will be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to join in Masonic 
Fellowship with Brothers from Regional 
Valleys as we meet in Buffalo for a Joint 
Conferral of the 32nd Degree. 
 Master Masons may prepare for this 
special Conferral by participating in the 
Reunion planned for October 22nd. See 
Masonic Times elsewhere in this edition 
for details or contact the Valley Secretary.
 Brothers, inviting someone to join (or 
re-affiliate) with the Scottish Rite will help 
them in their Masonic and Life journey. 
Reach out today; Membership is a “con-
tact” sport. ¤

 This month we 
will be staging 
our Annual Fall 
Reunion. A Re-
union is where we 
gather as Scottish 
Rite Freemasons 
and exemplify 
further Light in 
Masonry by put-
ting on plays 
which exemplify 
lessons in life.
 At our upcom-
ing Reunion, we 
will be exem-
plifying the 4th, 
19th, 21st and 31st Degrees.
 In his monograph, Opportu-
nities and Solutions - A Collec-
tions of Lessons From Scottish 
Rite Degrees, by Ill\ Charles 
Hancock, 33°, are found concise 
synopses of what are contained 
in these Degrees. 
n The 4th Degree emphasizes 
the importance of duty. 
n The 19th Degree challenges us 
to keep the faith that truth, hones-
ty, honor and charity will triumph 
over falsehood and intolerance.
n The 21st Degree reminds us 
that the ideal of justice comes be-
fore our own personal interests.
n The 31st Degree stresses that 
before judging others, first judge 
yourself.
 The Reunion will take place 
on Saturday, October 22nd, at 
Damascus Shrine Center, 979 
Bay Road, Webster. We usually 
start gathering around 8:30 a.m. 
for a Continental Breakfast. 
We will conclude the program 
around 12 Noon.
 At our Stated Meeting, we 
will watch the 12th Degree. In 
this Degree we are shown that 
Wisdom is worth far more than 
material riches.
 October will be a Degree-
intensive month in the Valley.
 We will conclude the Re-

union the fol-
lowing month by 
joining with the 
Valley of Buffalo 
in exemplifying 
the 32nd Degree. 
The 32nd Degree 
ties together the 
lessons of the 
preceding De-
grees and teaches 
us to continue our 
journey in search 
of further Light. 
The 32nd Degree 
will be conferred 
at the Valley of 

Buffalo on November 12th. 
More details will be forthcom-
ing at our October meeting.
 Here are other events going 
on in your Valley:
 November 12th - 32nd De-
gree -Valley of Buffalo (Notable 
event! Come find out more).
 November 17th - Veteran’s 
Appreciation Program … A Doc-
umentary on the Draft will be 
shown.
 All meetings are at the Da-
mascus Shrine Center, unless 
noted otherwise. As with all 
Stated Meetings, a dinner is 
available, but advance registra-
tion with the Office is required 
(payment made at the door).
 If you believe that Scottish 
Rite Freemasonry is right for 
you, then I invite you to join us 
on this journey. A Petition can be 
had in one of three ways. Go to 
the Valley of Rochester website 
(valleyofrochester.org) and click 
on the link AASR Forms. You 
will be taken to another page in 
which you can click on the link 
to download a Petition. You can 
also obtain a Petition by calling 
the Valley Office at 425-0033.

 Only a man’s character is the 
real criterion of worth.

Eleanor Roosevelt  ¤

Rochester Council of
Princes of Jerusalem

By Bruce Katz, 32°, Sovereign Prince

 The 15th and 16th Degrees, 
respectively, teach the impor-
tant lessons of loyalty to convic-
tion, devotion to right, loyalty to 
truth and fidelity to duty. There 
are daily examples of the need 
for this loyalty and fidelity for 
the good of all.
 I am writing this from a 
porch overlooking Little Harbor 
in Woods Hole on Cape Cod, 
perhaps 50 feet from the water’s 
edge. The grey sky is a gift of 
Tropical Storm Hermine. The 
storm is 180 miles away with 70 
mph winds, headed in this di-
rection, but expected to veer off 
later in the week.
 Less than 50 yards down the 
narrow road is the entrance to 
the Woods Hole Coast Guard 
Station. This got me thinking 
about Sean and Ryan, the sons 
of my closest high school friend. 
These young men are “Coas-
ties,” serving on the opposite 
shores of our Nation. One leads 

boarding parties and rescues; 
the other is a mechanic who 
keeps the engines running. Both 
have had experiences that their 
mom doesn’t want to know the 
details. Both are well-prepared 
for what may come before them.
 The motto of the Coast Guard 
is Semper Paratus  - “Always 
Ready.” The storm may pass 
without any special reaction 
from the Coast Guardsmen at 
Station Woods Hole. I watched 
early this morning as the Woods 
Hole Coast Guardsmen pre-
pared their boats, revving the 
powerful engines for a few min-
utes before shutting them down. 
I suspect this was part of their 
daily ritual to always be ready.
 As Brothers, we, too, should 
always be ready to be of assis-
tance to a worthy Brother and 
to society. Like Ryan and Sean, 
how we choose to serve may be 
different. But we should always 
be ready to serve. ¤

By Distinguished Brother
Frank Hamm, 32° MSA

News and Notes from
Valley of Corning

Lodge of Perfection

What is Freemasonry?
 I’m still digging in the archives of Corn-
ing Consistory, Valley of Corning. Some 
thoughts on defining Freemasonry. 
 Ask any two members of the Masonic 
Lodge to define their Ancient Brotherhood 
and almost invariably the answer will dif-
fer. Ask a dozen and you will undoubtedly 
get twelve different answers.
 It is difficult to describe what Masonry 
is. Masonry includes people from many na-
tionalities, who speak many different lan-
guages. However, it is NOT a secret society 
as many people seem to think, but a society 
or Brotherhood with secrets. 
 The question is often asked, “How old 
is Masonry and where did it begin?” The 
answer must depend entirely on one’s defi-
nition of the word. If one means a Freema-
son in the modern sense … one who is a 
member of a subordinate Lodge, operating 
under the authority of a Grand Lodge and 
practicing the rights of Symbolic Masonry, 
then Freemasonry came into existence in 
London in 1717. 
 But this present day Craft is in historical 
continuity with Lodges or Guilds of Ma-
sons who, in the early days, engaged in the 
tasks of actual building. If the word “Free-
mason” is to be extended to those Brethren, 
then we may say that Freemasonry came 
into existence in the 12th Century along 
with Gothic architecture. It started in the 
northwestern corner of France. 
 If the word Freemason is to be applied 
to any secret society that makes use, or 
has made use of some of our symbols or 
signs, then Freemasonry goes a long way 
back into history. There were organizations 
among the Greco-Roman people, two or 
three thousand years ago, who had much in 
common with ours. 
 It is certain that the Ancient Egyptians 
made use of several of the symbols or em-
blems to which we are accustomed. We find 
them in the Book of the Dead and in other 
Egyptian memorials. If Freemasonry is given 
the widest possible sense of being merely a 
secret fraternity, then it has existed in many 
parts of the world for thousands of years. 
Primitive tribes have made use of such orga-
nizations through an untold period of time. 
 A good definition of Freemasonry is “a 
system of morality veiled in allegory and 
illustrated by symbols.” ¤

Rochester Chapter of 
Knights of Rose Croix
By Lance Daul, 32°
Most Wise Master

 Summer is coming to a close and bringing us to my 
favorite season - Fall. Great weather, great holidays, 
football and, of course, the Scottish Rite! 
 We all know there is no higher Degree than that of 
Master Mason, so why do I need the 29 Degrees of 
the Scottish Rite? They serve to enlighten our Blue 
Lodge lessons. 
 A Scottish Rite member is expanding upon the prin-
ciples of Masonry. By becoming a Scottish Rite mem-
ber, you will be gaining further Light in Masonry. You 
will find an untold wealth of knowledge in the De-
grees. You will also expand your network of Masons. 
You will get to meet some great Brothers from other 
Lodges in your area through the Scottish Rite. 
 Imagine being able to expand your circle of friends 
to a much-wider audience. Then know that there are 
101 Scottish Rite Valleys in the Northern Masonic Ju-
risdiction all told! There are so many family opportu-
nities as well. An Annual Picnic and, my son’s favor-
ite, Scottish Rite Day at the amusement park!
 If you’re not already a Scottish Rite Member, 
please look into all it has to offer. If you take a look, 
I know you’ll join! There will be a Reunion on Sat-
urday, October 22nd and the 32nd Degree will be 
presented at Buffalo on November 12th in a very 
special Degree Program! ¤

SAVE THE DATE!
150th Anniversary Celebration

Valley of Rochester AASR
April 22, 2017

featuring College of Freemasonry 
Anniversary Banquet

at Woodcliff Inn, Perinton

Plan NOW to Attend!

Phillip Hurwitz, 32° MSA
Commander-in-Chief



 
Valley of Rochester AASR

Fall to Winter– 2016
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

OCTOBER
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

October 20th - Meeting at Shrine Center
Social - 5:30 p.m.  ~  Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (**)

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
Program - 12° Video

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
October 22nd - Fall Reunion at Shrine Center

Presentation of 4°and 31° Videos 
plus 19° and 21°

Coffee & Donuts - 8 a.m.    
Candidate Orientation -8:30 a.m.  ~  Degrees - 9:30 a.m.   

Will finish before Lunch
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

NOVEMBER
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

November 12th - 32° Day Across USA at Buffalo
All Valleys in both NMJ and SMJ will 

conduct the 32° in each of their own Sites.
Carpool from Rochester to arrive at Buffalo 

Scottish Rite Center by 2 p.m.
Special program for Ladies. 

Banquet following Degree. Dress Code - Tux
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

November 17th - Veteran Recognition at Shrine Center
Social - 5:30 p.m.  ~  “Wurst” Plate Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (**)

No Charge for Veterans  ~  Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
 BBB (Invite a Vet) Ladies invited.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
DECEMBER

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
December 3rd - Cap Presentation Breakfast at 

Spencerport Masonic Hall
Bottomless Pancake Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.

Ladies invited.
Special program honoring new recipients 

of MSA Red and DSA Blue Caps
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

December 10th - All-Masonic Children’s Holiday 
Party at Shrine Center

11 a.m. – 2 p.m. ~ For ALL Masonic kids and grandkids 
and their friends (age 10 and under).

Adults welcome to observe … Bring a wrapped gift with 
the full name attached for each child. Visit Santa and 

enjoy the fun and games with his Helpers.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

JANUARY
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

January 7th - Symbolic Lodge Awards
at Shrine Center

Social - 4 p.m.  ~  Program - 5 p.m.
Pizza & Wings following Program.

Lodge participation encouraged to support their Nominee. 
Speaker - M\W\ Jeffrey Williamson, Grand Master

** Reservations Required! Don’t be Late!
Due by Noon on Mondays   (585) 425-0033

or Email: secretary@valleyofrochester.org
Go to Valley Calendar for more details: 

www.valleyofrochester.org
Our permanent meal reservation list is available 

for your monthly meeting convenience. Just ask!
Please notify the Office if you have a special diet require-
ment. We will do our best to help so you can attend dinners.

To all New York State 
Scottish Rite Masons

 

The following actions were taken 
at the 2016 Annual Meeting:
Ill\ P. Michael Nielsen, 33°

transitioned to Active Emeritus Member status

Ill\ Steven C. Stefanakos, 33° 
was elected an Active Member

Five New York State members were elected 
to receive the 33° in Rochester in 2017:

Albany/Troy  John R. Patterson, Jr., 32°
Binghamton  Alan P. Zdimal, 32° MSA
Rochester  Phillip R. Hurwitz, 32° MSA
Rockville Centre  Lawrence Fiorenza, 32°MSA
Schenectady Gerald T. Wright, 32° MSA
Fraternally,
David P. Spencer, Deputy for New York

Announcing ... SAVE
THE

DATE!
150th

Anniversary
Celebration
Valley of Rochester 
Ancient Accepted

Scottish Rite
April 22, 2017

featuring
College of

Freemasonry 
Anniversary Banquet

at Woodcliff Inn

Plan NOW to
ATTEND!
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Adams, Paul W. “Pete”
 On June 29th, Paul Adams, 
88, was received into Eternal 
Glory leaving his wife, Wilma; 
5 children, 12 grandchildren 
and several great-grandchildren 
to remember him. Pete was a 
member of Garoga-Sincerity 
Lodge and Damascus Shrine. A 
memory is a keepsake of time 
that lives forever in the heart.

Bailey, Ferman E.
 Ferman Bailey, 89, went to 
the waiting arms of his wife on 
August 19th. He is survived by 
4 children, 5 grandchildren and 
3 great-grandchildren. He was 
a Navy Veteran of World War II 
and a member of Unity Lodge 
and Scottish Rite. Earth has no 
sorrow that Heaven cannot heal.

Manley, Floyd J.
 On August 24th, Floyd Manley, 
75, was escorted by a flight of an-
gels to Heaven. His wife, Linda; 
2 children, 5 grandchildren and 1 

In Memoriam
great-grandchild will share memo-
ries of his life. Floyd was a mem-
ber of Eunice Lodge. May the joy 
of the Lord be your strength.

Marsham, Gordon R.
 On August 19th, Gordon Mar-
sham, 91, was embraced by those 
who walked before him in faith. 
He will always be cherished by 
2 children, 4 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. Gordon was 
a U.S. Army Veteran of World 
War II and a member of Olive 
Branch Lodge. Wishing you a 
garden of lovely memories.

Miles, Richard A.
 Richard Miles, 93, passed away 
August 22nd leaving 3 children, 
10 grandchildren and 20 great-
grandchildren to cherish his mem-
ory. Richard was a World War II 
Veteran and a member of Scottish 
Rite and Damascus Shrine. Lov-
ing prayers are with you now and 
in the days to come.

Niedermeier, Gordon C.
 On September 2nd, Gordon 
Niedermeier, 80, went to the Ce-
lestial Lodge leaving his wife of 
51 years, Diana; 2 children and 
3 grandchildren to remember 
him. Gordon was a member of 
Unity Lodge and Scottish Rite. 
May your tears become rain-
bows when you remember your 
loved one.

Walter, Richard S.
 Richard Walter, 89, went to 
the waiting arms of his wife on 
August 23rd. He is survived by 
3 children and 3 grandchildren. 
The Brothers of ERAC Lodge 
will keep his memory in their 
hearts. A page in our book of 
memories is gently turned today.

Wayne, Frederick E.
 On August 18th, Frederick 
Wayne, 91, found loving peace 
in the arms of the Lord. His 
wife of 69 years, Doreen; 3 chil-
dren, 6 grandchildren and great-
grandchildren survive him. Fred 
was a member of Union Star 

Lodge, Scottish Rite and Da-
mascus Shrine. Though absent 
you are very near; still loved, 
still missed and very dear.

Windle, William, Jr.
 On August 19th, William 
Windle, Jr., 98, laid down his 
Working Tools. His gentle spirit 
will live on in the hearts of 2 
children, 6 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. Bill was a 
World War II Veteran and mem-
ber of Drumlin Square Lodge. 
May His love see you gently 
through these difficult days.

Wishman, Mark M.
 Mark Wishman, 73, left his 
Earthly home on September 6th, 
leaving his wife, Kathy; 2 chil-
dren and 1 grandchild to survive 

him. Mark was in the Army Re-
serves and a 50-year member 
of ERAC Lodge, Scottish Rite 
and Damascus Shrine. You left 
us with a garden of memories, 
sprayed with a million tears.

Widows to be Remembered
 Carol E. Scheerens, 94, 
widow of Marvin Scheerens 
(Wakan-Hubbard Lodge), passed 
away August 31st.

 Helen Vangellow, widow of 
Chris (Wakan-Hubbard Lodge), 
passed away August 22nd. ¤

www.CrawfordFuneralHome.com

Helping Families 
Share Memories 

since 1957

  Pre-Need & Medicaid Planning
  Funeral & Cremation Services
  Memorial Event Planning
 

David P. Crawford 
Licensed Manager

 

495 N. Winton Road – Rochester, NY
(Between Browncroft & Humboldt)

  (585) 482-0400

Nationwide Scottish Rite Day
November 12th - 32° in Buffalo
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The Work Has Begun
 This is October and the work 
has begun for our Lodges’ 
Brotherhood Fund Chairmen.
 If you have read the Fall Is-
sue of the Empire State Mason 
magazine – especially the Ma-
sonic Brotherhood Fund article 
by R\W\ Bruce Testut, on 
page 22, you will see last year’s 
results. Out of 65 Districts, only 
one went over 50% in giving to 
the Brotherhood Fund!
 It should be every single Ma-
son’s pledge, as a part of his 
Solemn Obligation to give at 
least something to the Broth-
erhood Fund. Each and every 
year, along with his Lodge’s re-
newal fee, is a form to give at 

least something to the Brother-
hood Fund. Now, how hard is 
that? But there it is, only one 
District in 65 beat 50%.
 A generation ago, when I 
joined, it was explained to me 
that giving to the Brotherhood 
Fund was part of being a Mason. 
That became part of my being. I 
didn’t feel whole without doing 
this. I, too, am a Lodge Brother-
hood Fund Chairman so I know 
what it’s like.
 I implore all my constituents, 
at this important time, to inform 
your new Candidates about giv-
ing to the Brotherhood Fund as 
part of Masonry. You can’t go 
wrong … If the seed is planted 
now among newcomers, it will 
last a lifetime.
 I extend my hand to new 
Brotherhood Fund Chairmen as 
a token of appreciation in taking 
up this lifetime endeavor. It is so 
easy, too. If you’re an organizer 
by trait, it’s a walk in the park.
 To the veteran Brotherhood 
Fund Chairmen, WELCOME 
BACK! You are doing your 

share. Let every Lodge mem-
ber know who you are, over and 
over and over again. Let’s make 
this year one to remember! 

How’s She Doing?
 A sweet old lady telephoned 
the hospital and asked, “Is it 
possible to speak to someone 
who can tell me how a patient is 
doing?”
 The operator said, “Yes, of 
course. What is the name and 
room number?”
 “Norma Findlay in room 
302.”
 The operator returned to the 
phone saying, “Norma is doing 
very well.  Her blood pressure 
is fine, the blood work came 
back normal and the doctor has 
scheduled her release for tomor-
row.”
 The old lady responded, 
“Thank you very much.  That’s 
wonderful.  I was so worried.”
 “Is Norma Findlay a relative 
of yours?” asked the operator.
 “No,” she replied. “I am Nor-
ma Findlay in room 302.  No 
one tells me crap.”  ¤ 

 By the time you read this, we 
will have been a month into the 
new Masonic Year. Hopefully, 
you have attended your Lodge’s 
meetings and are getting back 
into the swing of things. Your 
Lodge may even be preparing 
for the Official Visit, getting 
things in order to be ready to 
hear what the Grand Master had 
to say at St. John’s Day in June. 
I assure you there are some sig-
nificant matters that the Grand 
Master would like us to con-
sider implementing, as we strive 
to improve our Lodges and the 
state of Masonry in New York.
 One of the things every 
Lodge will need to demonstrate 
is that they have done an audit 
of their financial records. The 
Grand Master speaks of “an 
annual qualified audit” of the 
books. Rest assured, that this 
does not necessarily mean by 
an accounting firm or a CPA. 
Instead, this should be con-

ducted by three Brothers who 
are NOT the Master, Secretary 
or Treasurer and should include 
a review of the Lodge’s check 
book, annual budget, bank state-
ments and vouchers authorizing 
the writing of checks for vari-
ous expenditures and quarterly 
statements from investments. At 
the Official Visit I will need to 
see written proof that this has 
been done.
Travel in Foreign Countries

 Hopefully, your Lodge is as 
near and dear to you as mine is to 
me. Every Lodge has special char-
acteristics that make it unique, yet 
we all share the common bond of 
the principle Tenets of our profes-
sion which are Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth. One of the very 
reasons for becoming a Master 
Mason is so we can travel in for-
eign countries. Unfortunately, so 
few Brothers take advantage of 
this opportunity.
 There is something very spe-
cial about being able to walk 
into a Lodge where you are not 
a member and being received 
with a welcome of Brotherly 
Love. The experience reminds 
us that our Fraternity is BIG. It 
is bigger than us as individuals. 
It is bigger than our own Lodge. 
It is also bigger than our own 
Monroe Masonic District and 
our own Grand Lodge of New 
York. But, Brothers, let’s not 
think too big.
 I strongly encourage every 
Brother reading this to plan to 
go out and visit another Lodge 
sometime before the end of 

December. Don’t wait to get a 
group of Brothers together to go 
with you, or to necessarily go 
after the Traveling Gavel. Just 
go on your own. You can ei-
ther just show up, or contact the 
Secretary beforehand to let him 
know you’re coming. Or JUST 
SHOW UP. Be sure to bring 
your Dues card. 
 You will be giving yourself 
the wonderful feeling of being 
received by Brothers you may 
not know and you will be giv-
ing your Brothers the oppor-
tunity to show you hospitality 
and welcome. This simple act of 
visiting other Lodges may help 
restore your enthusiasm for the 
Craft and introduce you to your 
Brothers who you are linked to 
by our shared values of Broth-
erly Love, Relief and Truth.
 Take the opportunity to visit 
another Lodge. Wouldn’t it be 
great if the Lodge you visited re-
turned the favor when a couple 
of their Brothers show up at one 
of your Lodge meetings? You 
might possibly meet a Brother 
with whom you have much in 
common. You also might see 
something that another Lodge 
does, which you could bring 
back as something new for your 
Lodge to try. The benefits are 
numerous … if every Brother 
just steps outside of the comfort 
zone of his own Lodge. To bor-
row a saying, in Masonry, “there 
are no strangers, just friends you 
haven’t met yet.”
 Let us keep our Light eter-
nally shining! ¤

 Now that Summer is over we 
are back to the business of Ma-
sonic Enlightenment. Webster’s 
dictionary defines Enlighten-
ment … the state of having 
knowledge or understanding: 
the act of giving someone 
knowledge or understanding.

 Summer is winding down, 
school is back in session and so 
is Masonry! I hope everyone is 
back into full swing now. What if 
you’re not sure how to get back 
into your labor or what to do 
once labor resumes? That brings 
me to a topic I’d like to touch on 
here, which is one of the Wor-
shipful Master’s duties ... set the 
Craft at work giving them proper 
instruction for their labor.
 What does this mean for the 
Worshipful Master? Does work 
mean only the Ritualistic work of 
the Craft? I feel it is much larger. 
 Our Ritual is the very foun-
dation of all of Masonry. When 
a Brother truly understands the 
lessons of our Ritual and their 
moral teachings, he is truly a 
blessed and wise man. Does the 
Brother who goes through the 
Degrees, never to reflect on them 
again, really gain anything? I 
believe it is the Worshipful Mas-
ter’s duty to engage the Craft 
and ensure that they are working 
towards a fuller understanding 
of our Ritual. An enlightened 
Brother will always be a better 

and more successful Brother. 
 We are too often derelict in 
our duties when we abandon 
a newly Raised Brother and 
leave him to his own devices. 
What this new Brother’s work 
is should be determined by the 
Worshipful Master. 
 By getting to know this new 
Brother, the Master should have 
a solid understanding of his likes, 
hobbies and passions. Then use 
this knowledge to determine the 
best work for this newly Raised 
Brother. Is he an avid reader? In-
troduce him to the many Mason-
ic publications. Is he an adept 
public speaker? Work with him 
to create a Masonic presentation. 
There are many ways the Mas-
ter can set a Brother at work to 
ensure he is developing a fuller 
understanding of our Ritual. The 
Master’s job of setting the Craft 
at work here certainly includes 
our Ritual, but to me it also in-
cludes a lot more.
Grand Lecturer’s Convention
 November 29th - The 
Grand Lecturer’s Convention at 
Fairport Masonic Hall, 87 South 
Main Street, Fairport. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30 p.m. and 
the Convention will start at 7:30 
p.m. For dinner reservations, 
please contact me at:

lance.daul@gmail.com
or call 319-6796. 
 You never want to miss a 
Grand Lecturer’s Convention! ¤

 October 27th - Monroe Dis-
trict Masters and Wardens Meet-
ing will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Grotto Room, located within 
the Damascus Shrine Center, 
979 Bay Road, Webster. 
 With the impending closure 
of the Masonic Times, the 
Monroe District Masters and 
Wardens meetings are becom-
ing a larger part of the District 
communication for programs 
and information. 
 Please ask that your Lodge’s 
Masters, Wardens and Senior 
Deacons are making every effort 
to attend the Masters and War-
dens meetings. Questions on the 
content of these meetings and the 
topics covered can be directed to 
the Master of your Lodge. ¤

Monroe District

Masters and 
Wardens 

Association
W\ Kenneth Hecker, President

420-8852; kennethhecker@gmail.com

Area 15
Brotherhood

Fund

W\ Melvin 
Hussey

mhussey486@
aol.com

(315) 904-4048

Chairman

Monroe
District

District Deputy
Grand Master

Monroe District

R\W\
Stephan P.
Michener
387-9487

smichene@rochester.rr.com

Grand Director 
of Ceremonies

R\W\ 
Joseph E. 
Bourcy III

703-0343
jbourcy3@

hotmail.com

Assistant 
Grand Lecturer

V\W\
Lance J. Daul

319-6796

lance.daul@
gmail.com

1118 Long Pond Road 
    South of Maiden Lane 
 

 Pre-planned Funeral Arrangements 
 By Appointment
 Formal Chapel on Premises
 Complete Funeral Arrangements
 At One Convenient Location
 Personal & Dignified Service
 For All Faiths
 General Price Lists Available
 Central Greece Area 
 Locally Owned

www.arndtfuneralhome.com

(585) 225-6350

RONALD JOHN ARNDT
SHARI L. ARNDT

 Now that we know what En-
lightenment is, let’s look at Ma-
sonic Enlightenment and find 
out how we, as Masons, can 
increase our knowledge and un-
derstanding of Masonry.
 The first, and what should be 
the easiest way, is to attend our 
Lodge meetings. Every Master 
is Charged with presenting a 
Lecture or part of a Lecture at 
each Lodge Meeting. 
 This is what we should ex-
pect to happen when we attend 
Lodge … Some kind of Masonic 
information, not just a business 
meeting and go home. Unfortu-
nately, that happens too often in 
our Lodges. If it’s happening in 
yours, ask your Master to start 
providing programs of interest.

Mark Your Calendar
 Another means of Masonic 
Enlightenment is attending the 
Masonic Development Course. 
We are planning one on Oc-
tober 15th and again on May 
15th for all Master Masons who 
are interested. Please call me as 
soon as you can to make a reser-
vation or just get more informa-
tion about all the Masonic Edu-
cational Courses. 
 Still another way is taking 
part in the vast number of ma-
terials available to all Masons 
in pamphlet and book forms. 
Contact the Masonic Service 
Bureau or one of the District 
Officers for more information. 
Anyone interested in continu-
ing the book reading group that 
R\W\ Steve Michener was 
leading the last couple of years, 
please call me at 703-0343 or 
email: jbourcy3@hotmail.com
so we can kick it off for the next 
two years. 
 I look forward to visiting the 
Monroe District Lodges over 
the next few months and meet-
ing all of you.
 See you in the Quarries. ¤

Monroe District 

Membership
Development

By Bruce Katz
Monroe District Chair
 “If we take care in the be-
ginning, the end will take care 
of itself.”

(Brother) Norman Vincent Peale 
and Ken Blanchard, in 

The Power of Ethical Management
 At first blush, the above state-
ment seems self-evident. Get-
ting on the right course should 
get us to our destination. How-
ever, there is the need for con-
stant monitoring and corrections 
to the plan. 
 Starting on a journey by car 
(especially during road construc-
tion season) may require detours. 
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30 Orchard Street, Webster 14580
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Allen C. Heidrick
(386) 314-1762; allenheidrick@hotmail.com

Secretary - R\W\ John E. Zabel
223-3228; zabelj@mindspring.com

website: www.wakanhubbard.org

Wakan-Hubbard 
Lodge No. 154

By R\W\ John Zabel
 Our Masonic Year started 
very well with the presentation 
of Service Awards to a num-
ber of our Brothers. This year, 
the Master decided to award a 
Certificate to Brothers reaching 
anniversaries starting at 5 years 
and for every 5 years thereafter. 
The number of Brothers receiv-
ing Certificates was large. The 
appreciation received by the re-
cipients was rewarding. 
 Brother John Zabel did a 
Walk-About the Lodge for our 
newest members. This is a 
program developed by Grand 
Lodge to familiarize a new 
Brother with the layout of the 
Lodge, the Offices and Officers 
of the Lodge and their duties. It 
was a well-done Program.

Well Wishes
 Brother Scott Blystone is re-
covering well from his major 
heart surgery and is now able to 
get out and about. Brother Zabel 
met him at Eastview Mall prior to 
Labor Day and had a nice conver-
sation with him. Hopefully, bar-
ing other medical conditions, he 
will be able to make some meet-
ings this year. Brother Scott sent 
his appreciation to the Lodge for 
all we were able to do for him.

October Events
 October 10th – Columbus 
Day Meeting; a program on 
Brother Rudyard Kipling. This 
should be very good as he was 
an excellent Mason who lived 
in India much of his life and 
wrote many interesting books 
and stories. One story had a 
major Masonic tie-in and was 
made into a very good mov-
ie many years ago. I believe 
the movie was The Man Who 
Would Be King, starring Sean 
Connery and Michael Caine. 
Brother Kipling also wrote 
poetry, one of which was Ma-
sonic about his Home Lodge 

and the diversity of Brothers of 
the Lodge. The presenter will 
probably get into all of this, so 
plan to attend for this interest-
ing meeting and program.
 October 24th – Official Visit 
of R\W\ Steve Michener, 
District Deputy Grand Master, 
accompanied by R\W\ Joe 
Bourcy, Grand Director of Cer-
emonies, who will be presenting 
the Grand Master’s Message 
and their plans for the coming 
year. It is expected that a din-
ner will be planned prior to the 
meeting and the details will be 
communicated to the Brothers 
closer to the date.
 November 29th - Grand Lec-
turer’s Convention to be held 
at Fairport Masonic Hall. We 
would like to see a good show-
ing of our Brothers so we might 
win the Attendance Award this 
year. The Grand Lecturer is a 
great Mason and one who can 
be easily talked to about the 
Ritual and its meanings. The 
evening will most likely be dif-
ferent than Grand Lecturer’s 
Conventions in the past, so plan 
to attend.
 As mentioned last month, the 
Trestleboard for the Lodge will 
be available at all our meetings. 
If you need a copy, let the Sec-
retary know and he will send 
one. The Trestleboard lists the 
programs for the year, rehearsal 
dates for Degree work and much 
other information about our 
Lodge and its activities.
 This year the Master and his 
Officers will be looking for feed-
back on how the Lodge is doing 
and what we need to do to im-
prove all aspects of the Lodge. 
Please let any Officer know your 
feelings, opinions and sugges-
tions for the Lodge. Everything 
will be considered and many will 
lead us into the future. With your 
help, we can make the Lodge an 
institution of pride for ourselves 
and the Fraternity.
 We hope to see those who 
can make it at our meetings this 
coming year. We will have some 
fun and learn more about our 
great Craft. ¤

103 N. Washington Street, East Rochester 
(585) 586-0909

Over 100 YEARS OF SERVICE

 Welcome back to another 
Masonic Year, Brothers! I will 
start by apologizing for the lack 
of an article for the September 
issue; I realized too late that an 
article was due. I promise to pay 
better attention to my deadlines 
moving forward!
 We had an eventful Summer re-
lated to our non-Masonic labors. 
At the beginning of the Summer, 
a group of Brothers met to fix the 
damage to the entryway caused 
by the arson last year. We owe 
a debt of gratitude to W\ Allen 
Heidrick, from Wakan-Hubbard 
Lodge, who donated his time and 
skill to patching the walls and 
painting the door. W\ Heidrick 
exemplified the principles of 
Masonry by coming to the aid of 
another Lodge with whom he has 
no direct ties. Thank you, W\ 
Allen Heidrick, and to everyone 
else who helped! 

17 Church Street, Pittsford 14534
1st Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Jason Morrissette
797-8169; jman580517@gmail.com

Secretary - W\ John Dudley
586-6426; jdudley1@rochester.rr.com

www.northfield426.org

Northfield 
Lodge No. 426

 October 10th - Official Visit. 
A Dinner will be served at 6:30 
p.m. in the Dining Room. Res-
ervations will be taken by Junior 
Warden, Brother Dan Faulkner, 
733-7787. The Meeting will 
start at 7:30 p.m. in the Lodge 
Room.
 Saturday, October 15th 
- Annual Girl Scout Pump-
kin Festival is set to kick off 
at Harry Allen Park, 23 North 
Main Street, Honeoye Falls at 
2:00 p.m. There is a rain date 
of Saturday, October 22nd. 
 For the past few years, Union 

3 North Main Street, Honeoye Falls 14472
2nd Mondays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Kenneth Hecker
420-8852; kennethhecker@gmail.com

Secretary - R\ W\ George Foehner
586-5255; georgefoehner@gmail.com
www.unionstarmasons.org

Union Star 
Lodge No. 320

 September brought a new 
Trestleboard with an emphasis 
on Fellowship and sustaining 
Membership. The first Lodge 
Meeting of the Fall Season was 
on the NorthStar Program, pre-
sented by W\ Bruce Katz. 
 This year, dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. prior to the 
regular Lodge Meetings on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month. Reservations are re-
quired and can be made by email 
to: jw.ffc476@gmail.com by 
Noon of Thursday preceding 
the meeting. Junior Warden, 
Ray Kelly, is coordinating the 
dinners. The Sisters of Fairport 
Chapter OES are preparing the 
first dinner each month; our Ju-
nior Warden has the challenge 
of preparing the second!
 Lodge Officers for the 2016-
2017 Year were installed in 
June:
Master  Paul McLaughlin
Sr. Warden  Bernie Lazerson
Jr. Warden  Ray Kelly
Sr. Deacon  Erin Burruto
Jr. Deacon  Bob Shaff
Secretary  Scott Gonyeo
Treasurer  Kyle Connelly

Mark Your Calendar
 The Fellowcraft Club (now in 
its third year) meets for Coffee and 
Donuts the 3rd Saturday morning 
of each month at 8 a.m. and I en-
courage each Brother to come en-
joy the informal fellowship.
 Continuing the theme of Fel-
lowship and Membership, the 
topic of Implementing the North-
Star Program at Fairport Flower 
City Lodge will be the business 
of the evening of October 10th. 
 The October 24th meeting 
will be “Bring-a-Friend” Night.
 November 14th – Official 
Visit of the District Deputy 
Grand Master.

87 South Main Street, Fairport 14450
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Paul McLaughlin
414-4549; pmclaugh2000@gmail.com

Secretary - Scott Gonyeo
415-2702; sgonyeo@gmail.com

website: www.fairportmasons.com

Fairport-Flower City
Lodge No. 476

5 Browns Avenue, PO Box 111, Scottsville 14546
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Mack D. Thompson
435-1929; mtstargazer@frontier.com
Secretary - W\ Mark Arlauckas
889-8418; oatkalodge@gmail.com

www.oatkalodge.org

O-At-Ka 
Lodge No. 759

By W\ Mark Arlauckas,
     Secretary
	 Wave	 that	flag,	wave	 it	wide	
and high. Summertime done, 
come and gone, my, oh, my.

J. Garcia
 What a Summer it was. Nice 
and hot like Summers ought to 
be. Autumn is upon us and now 
is the time to get ourselves back 
to the Quarries. We have lots 
of work to do and goals to ac-
complish. Help out, pitch in, 
reach out, drop by, post a note 
on Facebook, send us a card or 
letter, pay your Dues, answer a 
Summons, bring a friend … it’s 
your Lodge.

Mark Your Calendar
 October 12th - We have 
THREE very worthy Fellow-
crafts-in-waiting for their 3rd De-
gree, featuring the Shrine Degree 
Team. Dinner at 6:00 p.m., For-
mal attire. Please remember your 
Obligation to obey a Summons.

Official Visit
 October 26th - District 
Deputy Grand Master, Stephan 
Michener, and his entourage 
will descend upon our hallowed 
halls to make a full and com-
plete Inspection of our Lodge. 
Brethren, do all you can to at-
tend. All Officers of Oatka are 
required to attend to their Sta-
tions and Places on this evening. 
Please do all you can to polish 
and tighten up your Ritual.

Meet the New Master of 
Oatka, Part II

 Concluding my sit-down with 
our newly installed Master, Wor-
shipful Mack D. Thompson.
 When asked why he chose 
to become a Mason, he quite 
frankly stated “for the honor and 
prestige to belong to the same 
Brotherhood as my great-great 
grandfather.” He added, “Free-
masonry had always intrigued 
me from a very young age.” 
When he felt prepared enough, 
he pursued his goal to seek out 
and become a Mason. He con-
tinued to bolster his pursuit by 
joining the Shrine and actively 
advancing through the Chairs at 
Oatka Lodge.
 Worshipful Thompson hopes 
to accomplish during his tenure 
as Master “to foster a stronger 
bond of Brotherhood within 
Oatka Lodge … to me, it’s all 
about Brotherhood.” He con-
tinued, “I felt that when I was 

Preparing the soil and sowing 
the seed doesn’t assure a boun-
tiful harvest; watering, weeding 
and protection from pests are 
needed to nurture the growth of 
the plants under our care.
 By now, every Brother in 
our District should have some 
familiarity with the NorthStar 
Project as a signature initiative 
of the Grand Master. (Informa-
tion is on the nymasons.org 
website and in past issues of 
Empire State Mason.) The Pro-
gram provides many ways that 
the potential applicant can be 
nurtured through the process to 
become a life-long Mason.
 But none of the good results 
can happen unless we make 
them happen. A good start and 
thorough follow-through is 
needed to achieve our goals. 
Good intentions aren’t enough 
to arrive at our destination or 
to raise the crop. We need to 
become “operative” in our ap-
proach to achieving our goals. 
For our Lodges to thrive, we 
need to guard the West Gate, 
as well as nurture the growth of 
our new Brothers. ¤

 I also thank Brothers Larry 
and Ken Stavalone for their help 
in tearing down the old back 
deck. They made short work 
of it and now the safety hazard 
is gone. Temporary stairs have 
been put in place but we will 
need to decide, as a Lodge, on 
the direction we will take for re-
placing it. The prevailing opin-
ions are currently split between a 
new deck and a poured concrete 
patio. Please join us during our 
monthly planning meeting (4th 
Tuesday of the month) if you 
would like to register an opinion 
on this and any other matters of 
business for the Lodge.
 In July we held our 4th Annual 
Northfield Lodge Golf Tourna-
ment. As usual, a great time was 
had by all who attended, espe-
cially V\W\ Lance Daul who 
remains undefeated for the fourth 
year running. Joining him in tak-
ing home the win were Brothers 
Larry Stavalone, Ken Stavalone, 
and Tom Wright. Thank you to 
all who participated! 
 Brother Francisco Cruz has 
been hard at work creating a 
beautiful new website for our 
Lodge. You will be able to find 
information about the Lodge as 
well as news and future events. 
He is also helping us modernize, 
for example, by allowing the 
members to now pay their Dues 
online and pay for dinner with 
a credit card. These are just ex-
amples of how we are trying to 
make things easier on our mem-
bers. Thank you, Brother Cruz!

Looking Ahead 
 October 6th - Official Visit 
 October 20th - Fellowship 
Meeting - a presentation on the 
similarities and differences be-
tween Masonry and Mormonism. 
 December 1st  - 1st Degree. 
If you have a part, please start 
studying now.

Happy News
 Congratulations to Brother 
Francisco Cruz and his wife, 
Kassie, who welcomed their 
first child, Riley Belle, on July 
26th. Also wedding congratu-
lations to V\W\ Lance Daul 
who tied the knot with Abby and 
to Brother Todd Strassner who 
tied the knot with Jessica. 
 Finally, Brothers, we occa-
sionally send out email updates 
and reminders so if you would 
like to receive these emails from 
the Lodge, please let me know 
by sending an email to:
   northfield426@gmail.com ¤

Star Lodge has been providing 
food and beverage vending for 
this event and each year the event 
grows in attendance. This year 
we will be adding Sausage with 
Peppers and Onions to the usual 
menu of Hot Dogs, Cheeseburg-
ers, Hamburgers, Hot Chocolate, 
Curly Fries, Sodas and bottled 
water. If you are in the neighbor-
hood, stop by for a great time and 
visit the event to show support to 
the area Girl scouts. Please contact 
W\ Scott May at 330-9889 to get 
a spot on the staffing schedule. 
 October 24th - October 
Fellowcraft Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowcraft Room of 
the Lodge Hall, 3 North Main 
Street, Honeoye Falls. 
 The Officers and Brethren of 
Union Star Lodge look forward 
to seeing you at our meetings 
and events in October.  ¤

 November 28th - Table Lodge 
 December holds our 1st De-
gree and Annual Family Holi-
day Party!
 We hope to see many of you 
at dinner and meetings through-
out the year – Thanks!  ¤

Continued on Page 8



Oatka Lodge
Continued from Page 7

 Brethren, we made it through 
the summer and our return to the 
Quarries. It was a truly humbling 
experience to begin the year with 
the presentation of a new Inspi-
ration Lodge Altar cloth and 
honoring some of our Brothers 
with Certificates and Pins for 
long-time Service to Masonry.
 Congratulations to them 
for reaching these milestones. 
More details will come in next 
month’s issue, along with the 
report of our Official Visit.

October Meetings
 This month we have two 
meetings: October 11th we 
will be focusing on our Stations 
and Places, as well as continu-
ing with the Opening and Clos-
ing of the Lodge; October 25th 
will be a special presentation by 
Brother Brian Bell. 
 Brother Bell was a staple in 
Lodge for several years and was 
elected Worshipful Master but 
never installed due to relocating 
for work. He will present on an 
undisclosed topic using Google 
Hangouts where he will be able 
to see us and we will be able to 
see him. 
 I hope to be able to report 
good news on our merger with 
Fame Lodge because, as of writ-
ing this article,  it is still held up 
at Grand Lodge. I have word 
from a few members of Grand 
Lodge that it will be moved 
along and, hopefully, approved.

New Committees
 We will be forming two com-
mittees that will work together:
n The first Committee will fo-
cus on the structure and amounts 
of our Dues, as well as our Ini-
tiation Fee;
n The second will focus on 
necessary By-Law changes to 
improve them to current Grand 
Lodge standards. It should be 

clear that these two Committees 
will have to work together be-
cause Dues and Initiation fees 
are part of the By-Laws.

Celebrations  
 Birthdays for October in-
clude the following: Glenn 
Stahl (1st); Joseph LaRue 
(2nd); Richard Snyder and 
Frederik Enders (5th); Donald 
Petersen (6th); Wesley Warren 
Jr (9th); Myron Biggar (10th); 
Anthony Simonetti (11th); Jer-
ry Lack (12th); Ryan Ramplin 
(15th); Gerald Stahl (17th); 
Richard Smith (18th); Phillip 
Cissell (19th); Erich Postler and 
Charles Campbell (20th); Har-
vey Stiles (22nd); Ron Rogers 
(23rd); Norris Shapiro (26th); 
and Christopher Genrich (27th). 
Many happy returns, Brothers!¤

in the hospital when you guys 
came to visit me … I want to 
build on that.”
 Our Master is an avid ama-
teur Astronomer and vintage 
aircraft buff. In his spare time he 
builds and flies scale aircraft. He 
recently completed a 1/10-scale 
Wright Brother’s Flyer as a gift 
to Brother Terry Wright.
 Mack’s favorite dessert is 
Lemon Cream Pie, fondly re-
calling how much he loved his 
mother’s graham cracker crust.

October Birthdays
 Join us in wishing the follow-
ing Brothers another happy trip 
around the Sun: McKinley Gath 
(4th) and Donald Norris (19th).

Sad Tidings
 Brother and Shrine Noble 
Richard A. Henderson of North 
Chili was called to the Celes-
tial Home on August 6th, at age 
86. He was the son of Arthur 
and Christina Henderson. Pre-
deceased by daughter, Karen 
McCarthy; son, Richard Hen-
derson; brother, John B. Hen-
derson; sister-in-law, Edna Rob-
inson. Survived by his loving 
wife of 65 years, Fran; and son, 
Chuck (Kim).
 Dick was a Veteran of the Ko-
rean Conflict; a 50-year member 
of Gates Presbyterian Church, 
having served as an Elder and 
Trustee; member of Oatka Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 759; Past Po-
tentate of Damascus Shrine; Past 
Commander of Damascus Legion 
of Honor; Past Director, Royal 
Order of Jesters; Board Member 
Emeritus of the Shriners Hospital 
for Children® - Erie; Past Com-
mander of American Legion Don-
ald Doty McGill Post No.771; 
and a former Drum Major of the 
Damascus Shrine Pipe Band. 
 In lieu of flowers, memorials 
to Gates Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester or Hope Hall, Roch-
ester 14624. Well done good 
and faithful servant, enter now 
into the joy of the Lord.

Regular Communications
 We still meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month. Mark 
your calendars for October 12th 
and October 26th. We would sin-
cerely enjoy seeing you!

Keeping Up-to- Date
 A concerted effort is being 
made to keep the Brethren in-
formed of vital and important 
information.
Website: www.OatkaLodge.org
Email: OatkaLodge@gmail.com
Mailing Address: 

Oatka Lodge No. 759
P.O. Box 111

Scottsville, NY 14546
Facebook: We have also re-con-
figured our:
www.facebook.com/groups/

oatka759 

 Recently, I was reminded of 
a Grand Lecturer who, when 
asked a question which may 
have more than one answer, 
would give you “The Grand 
Lecturer’s answer,” then turn his 
Apron around to his back and 
give you “his personal answer.” 
This month I will forego the talk 
about Masonic Education Class-
es, turn my Staff Officer Apron 
around, and talk about Masonry 
in general, or, more-to-the point, 
one of the three things we came 
seeking on our first entrance 
into a Masonic Lodge, one of 
the Masonic Rights - Traveling. 
 It’s often reinforced that, as 
a Master Mason, we are able to 
“work in foreign lands” (travel) 
and “receive Master’s wages,” 
but what are these wages? I re-
cently discovered, at least for 
me, what they are.
 My business travel takes me 
to, or close to, a lot of cities 
where Grand Lodges are head-
quartered and because of that, 
I decided to try to collect the 
Grand Master’s Pins from the 
Jurisdictions I visit. I hadn’t re-
ally thought, going into it, that 
I would walk away with more 
than a lapel Pin.
 In July, I visited the Grand 
Lodge of Alaska (Anchorage), 
and received a warm welcome 
from the Deputy Grand Master 
R\W\ John K. Bishop, who 
because he had left his supply 
of Pins at home, gave me the 
Grand Master’s Pin right off his 
own lapel. 
 On another trip, I was in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, where I 
was able to get the Grand Mas-
ter’s Pin directly from the Grand 
Master himself. Not only did he 
provide me with the Pin, but in-
vited me to have a seat, offered 
me a beverage, and engaged me 
in about 20 minutes of conver-
sation. We were limited to 20 
minutes because of the time I 
had left in my parking meter. 
All the same, I met a wonderful 
Mason, and Brother who invited 
me back the next time I found 
myself in or around Arkansas! 

page from private to public to 
include Friends of Oatka.
 Please contact us if your 
email has changed in the past 
two years. PLEASE NOTE: As 
Secretary of the Lodge, it is my 
intention to send out ONLY vi-
tal and important information. 
Please regard all emails as such 
and attend to them immediately. 
Thank you.
 I promise there will be NO 
SPAM sent from my desk.

Until Next Time …
 Please join us as we re-kindle 
the spirit of Oatka Lodge. Any 
event we host is guaranteed to be 
a good time. Miss it at your own 
peril and disappointment. ¤

979 Bay Road, Webster 14580
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Master - W\ Ryan M. Ramplin
(610) 724-7336; ryan.ramplin@gmail.com
Secretary - R\W\ Derek VanHouten

247-2920; derekhouten1@mac.com
website: www.inspiration109.org

Inspiration 
Lodge No. 109

Wayne
District

Thanks to M\W\ Billy Joe 
Holder, Jr. for his hospitality!
 As I type this article, I’m in 
Bloomington, Minnesota, the 
location of the Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota. Yesterday I was able 
to visit their newly constructed 
Grand Lodge Facility, which is 
located on the grounds of their 
Masonic Care Community. There 
I was greeted by Brother Mark 
Anderson, the Library and Mu-
seum Coordinator, who gave me 
a tour of the new Lodge Room, 
the first Lodge Room ever located 
on the grounds, and the Museum 
which was a site to see! 
 I know, this sounds like a 
summary of “What Mike Did 
Over the Summer,” well, may-
be, but people often ask me 
what I like most about the Fra-
ternity and after these visits, I 
can honestly say my answer is 
as it has always been:
 The sense of Brotherhood 
that you feel, even if you have 
never been in that particular 
Lodge, or met that particular 
Brother, to them; you are just 
that – A Brother.
 It was just then that I real-
ized, at least for me, THOSE 
ARE the “Wages of a Master 
Mason!” Brethren, get out and 
travel to other Jurisdictions, 
other Districts or other Lodges! 
Earn some wages!
 Turning my Apron back 
around, the Road to the East 
will begin in November and 
I’ll provide dates as soon as my 
work travel schedule firms up. ¤
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Recent Happenings
 Our District Staff Officers, 
R\W\ Bob Ball and R\W\
Bob Cox completed their sched-
uled Masters’ Chair classes in 
August in two installments.
 On August 23rd, several of 
the District Masons accompa-
nied Veterans from the VFW 
of Geneseo to the Canandaigua 
Veterans Facility. The Vets were 
served a delicious Chicken Bar-
B-Que while W\ Harry Clark 
and I entertained the residents 
and staff with some favor-
ite tunes from a bygone era. I 
couldn’t help but notice that each 
year I see more and more of the 
Vets are from my generation. 
Makes me feel a little bit old. 
But then, while chatting with my 
good friend W\ Bill Wright, 
I’m reminded that many of our 
friends never had the opportu-
nity to grow old. May you rest in 
peace, my Brothers.

New Master Masons
 As mentioned in my last arti-
cle, three Brothers were Raised 
to the Sublime Degree at West 
Star Lodge in Varysburg. Then 
on August 27th, under Dispen-
sation, six more Brothers were 

Raised in Mount Morris Lodge. 
Three are new members to 
Mount Morris Lodge – Chris-
topher J. Woodworth, Corey 
W. Woodworth and Daniel R. 
Trescott; one is a new member 
to Avon Springs Lodge – Ethan 
Lucas; and two are new mem-
bers of Arcade Lodge – David 
Blackwell and Robert Wala-
wender. It was an exciting day. 
 The Degree was followed by 
a picnic lunch with lots of jo-
vial fellowship. There was an-
other 3rd Degree scheduled for 
September 10th at West Star 
Lodge in Varysburg. Will fol-
low up next issue.
 On August 17th, the District 
Grand Lodge Officers and their 
Ladies enjoyed a picnic at Avon 
Park; on September 1st, many 
of the Grand Lodge Officers 
gathered in Caledonia to pres-
ent a Public Installation for the 
Brothers of Eunice Lodge. The 
presentation was well-attended 
by the community. 
 Our Assistant Grand Lectur-
ers are R\W\ Dick Trescott 
and R\W\ John Wiktorowski; 
they are working closely with the 
Grand Lecturer on scheduling 
the Grand Lecturer’s Conven-
tion and also working with our 
Lodges helping them become 
proficient with the Opening and 
Closing Ritual.
 We have been pushing hard 
for all of our Lodges to produce 
their 990s and other pertinent tax 
documents. Most are in compli-
ance and others are working on 
getting theirs completed. I trust 
that all will be vigilant in this 
endeavor. In September, our Of-
ficial Visits begin … so onward 
and upward we go.
 Please get your reservations 
in for the Grand Master’s Re-
ception on October 22nd in 
Buffalo. Also, the District Apron 
Presentation will be on Saturday, 
November 19th at River Bridge 
Banquet Room in Mount Morris. 
Please mark your calenders. ¤

1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Master - W\ Marcus A. Hugi

superman.mah@gmail.com
Secretary - R\ W\ Robert Cox
468-5066; robertcox56@aol.com

Nunda Station 
Lodge No. 682

 I hope the Summer has treat-
ed you well. Nunda Station is 
looking forward to its first year 
in the newly formed Letchworth 
District. We will be jumping in 
with both feet after R\W\Mi-
chael Rhodes, our District Dep-
uty Grand Master, has his Offi-
cial visit on September 20th. 
 Also, this year the Lodge 
will be focusing on more De-
gree work and Masonic-themed 
programs. If any Brother has an 
idea for a program, please let us 
know! Take care, Brothers.  ¤
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Summons
You are hereby summoned to attend the monthly meeting of Damascus Shrine

December 7th, 2016 - 7:00 p.m.
for the purpose of Election of Officers for 2017

   

kEVin faRO
POtEntatE

Damascus Trestleboard 2016

October
3rd Divan Meeting
5th Volunteer Appreciation Night; Open, Ladies & 

Friends Invited
8th Fall Sportsman’s Raffle
31st Divan Meeting

november
2nd Shriners Meeting
5th Harvest Dinner

DECember
3rd Christmas Cocktails at the Shrine
5th Divan Meeting
7th Shriners Summoned Meeting - Elections

  1. Henry® Golden Boy .22 Cal.
  2. Weatherby® Upland Combo 12-Gauge
  3. Marlin® 336W-W/S .30-30 Cal.
  4. Browning® BPS Hunter, 12-Gauge
  5. Remington™ 100 Sporting 12-Gauge
  6. Thompson/Center Impact™ .50 Cal. Muzzleloader 
  7. Ruger® 10/22 .22 Cal.

  8. Beretta A300 Outlander, 12-Gauge
  9. Browning® A-Bolt .270 Cal.
10. Mossberg® Patriot™ .25-06 Cal.
11. Legacy M1 Carbine .22 Cal.
12. Ruger® American .243 Cal. 
13. Stevens 555 O/U 12-Gauge

14. Henry® Standard .22 Cal. 
15. Stevens 320 Pump 12-Gauge
16. Mossberg MVP® Predator .308
17. Mossberg 500® Combo 12-Gauge
18. Remington™ 870 Express® 12-Gauge 
19. Savage™ Axis .30-06 Cal.
20. Browning® BPS Hunter 20-Gauge

Ticket includes Hots, Burgers, Sausage, Salad, Soda and Beer ... Available all Day!
All proceeds to benefit Damascus Shrine Center, 979 Bay Road, Webster

* Proceeds for this event are not tax-deductible *

at Damascus Shrine Center, 979 Bay Rd, Webster
Donation: $20 

Ticket Information:

Call 585-671-7701

www.DamascusShrineMasons.org

Saturday, October 8th  ~  1 – 5 p.m.  

DaMascus shRinERs

faLL sPORtsMan’s RaffLE

20 Guns in All!

2016 Damascus
News Boosters~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Kevin & Deb Faro
Skip & Diane Waterstreet

Cy & Olga White
Dean & JoAnn Smith

Dedicated to the 
Memory of Nobles

Paul “Pete” W. Adams
June 29, 2016

Richard A. Miles
August 22, 2016
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Official Publication of Damascus Shrine
979 Bay Road, Webster, NY 14580

(585) 671-7701 Fax - (585) 671-7702
office@damascusshriners.org

Kevin Faro
POTENTATE

skins6603@aol.com

Skip Waterstreet, EDITOR
Damascus News

(585) 671-9730
masonictimes@gmail.com

Chuck McDonald 
CHIEF RABBAN

alpha925@aol.com

 James R. Ryan 
ASSISTANT RABBAN

jryan91458@rochester.rr.com

Jerry W. Lack
HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET

jwlack@aol.com 

Mike Pavone
ORIENTAL GUIDE

mikedpavone@gmail.com

Michael P. Hueston
TREASURER

mph0523@frontiernet.net

Sean Noonan
RECORDER

recorder@damascusshriners.org

Dan Burkhart
1st CEREMONIAL MASTER

dburk6t9ss@yahoo.com

Jason Simmons
2nd CEREMONIAL MASTER

hagar129@gmail.com

Mike Roberts
MARSHAL

mroberts11@rochester.rr.com

George Corbett
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD

gcorbett@penfield.edu

Rob Russo
OUTER GUARD

robrusso3@gmail.com

Vance R. Collom, Jr.
DIRECTOR STAFF

vcollom1@rochester.rr.com

Drivers Needed for Hospital Transportation
     We are looking for drivers to take children to the Hospitals –  primarily 
Springfield, MA, and Erie, PA. We have a core group and need additional driv-
ers. We are busy, averaging one Hospital trip per week since December, 2015.
n Drivers do not use their personal vehicles. We rent vans from Enterprise, 

have an EZPass® and GPS. 
n  All expenses are put on issued credit cards. 
n  Both Springfield and Erie Hospitals have full-service cafeterias. Meals are 

covered. 
n We will be ordering jackets and hats for our drivers.
 Get on the list by calling the Shrine Office at (585) 671-7701.                             ¤

October Birthdays
Jose Acevedo Ramos
Wayne A. Beckwith
David Beswick
Scott A. Blystone
Josue Bogmis
Eugene G. Brendel
Darryl J. Briggs
Bayard Burch
Heith Cartwright
James F. Clancy
Melvin L. Clark
Vance R. Collom, Jr.
William D. Cram
Michael DiCataldo
John B. Dobson III
Timothy C. Driscoll
Anthony L. Felice II
Matthew J. Fero
Allen Fowler

McKinley H. Gath
John W. Girard
Robert C. Green, Jr.
Niketas J. Haldoupis
Charles O. Hancock
Robert E. Hayes
George T. Heisel, Sr.
Gerald J. Hussong
Edward L. Kabelac
Donald R. Kunego
Jerry Lack
Joseph R. McAfee
Todd W. Moore
Matthew Muller
James C. Murch
Garth A. Murray
Philip Neivert
David W. Parish
Ralph E. Pate

James Pipher, Sr.
Patrick Purcell
Ryan M. Ramplin
Rene M. Reynolds
Robert J. Scott
Norris P. Shapiro
Jason Simmons
James R. Smith
Richard T. Smith
Richard Snyder
Richard J. Spangenberg
Michael E. Spillane
Glenn A. Stahl
Todd M. Statt
Ted Sykes
Michael Taylor
George L. Tegart, Jr.
Donald J. Weeks

What’s Happening at our Shriners Hospitals for Children®

Early Detection of Hip Disorders 
Helps Patients with Cerebral Palsy

 In Australia and Sweden, cerebral 
palsy programs integrate hip surveil-
lance into care plans, such that a sched-
ule of regular physical exams and x-rays 
in children with cerebral palsy leads to 
earlier diagnosis of hip dysplasia. Read 
how the Assistant Chief of Staff at the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children® -Sac-
ramento, CA, Dr. Jon Davids, is leading 
a new collaborative program promoting 
positive outcomes among patients born 
with cerebral palsy

News from Springfield

Dr. Davids examines a patient with ce-
rebral palsy at the  North California 
Shriners Hospital.

What Role Can Physical Therapy Play 
in a Patient with Pectus Excavatum?

    Denise M. Gloekler, 
PT, DPT, PCS, cNDT 
of phonation, muscle 
strength, cardiopul-
monary function, joint 
play and the Beighton 
Scale of Hypermobil-
ity. The surgeon will 
decide with the pa-

tient the course of treatment that needs 
to be taken. Some patients are managed 
conservatively and others go on to have a 
surgical correction. A minimally invasive 
surgical technique is insertion of a NUSS 
bar into the chest wall.
 Physical therapy can play an integral 
role in conservative treatment or pre-op-
erative management of individuals with 
Pectus Excavatum. 
 A thorough examination by a physi-
cal therapist will determine the patients' 
current level of function in several ar-

eas. The therapist will examine upper 
extremity range of motion both actively 
and passively. When a patient's chest 
wall profile is altered, so is their posture. 
When posture is compromised, limb use 
is altered so as to function as optimal-
ly as possible. Joint mobility along the 
sternocostal joint is assessed. Each joint, 
where a bone meets another bone, has 
the ability to move in order to allow our 
bodies to be flexible. 
 Therapists will assess movement at 
each joint to understand if there may be 
hypermobility or hypomobility as a re-
sult of the pectus. Muscle strength may 
be compromised due to postural changes. 
Muscles that are elongated or shortened 
due to structural change result in altered 
strength. Muscles of the upper back, abdo-
men, anterior chest wall, and scapular may 
be affected. The patients' posture, as well 
as endurance for exercise, will be altered 
due to all of the aforementioned factors. 
 All of the above areas can be ad-
dressed pre- and post-operatively. The 
goals of physical therapy are: a reduction 
in pain, improvement in lung function, 
shoulder range of motion and chest wall 
mobility, and an increase in cardiorespi-
ratory fitness. Many patients with Pectus 
Excavatum alter their lifestyles due to 
an inability to move as they should and 
keep pace with their peer group. 
 With compromised motion, strength 
and endurance, they may have con-
sciously or unconsciously chosen more 
passive hobbies and activities. A physi-
cal therapist will recommend an exercise 
program to address problem areas and 
assist in finding activities that work well 
into a patient's lifestyle. 

First Haiti Outreach
 Last month, a team of health care pro-
fessionals from Shriners Hospitals for 
Children®, including Springfield, and 
representatives from The Carter Cen-
ter conducted their first joint pediatric 
screening clinic in Haiti at St. Boniface 
Hospital in Fond-des-Blancs. 
 These children, many of whom trav-
eled hours and were waiting in line when 
the clinic opened, were evaluated for or-

thopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord 
injuries and cleft lip and palate. 
 As a result of this clinic, three children 
are being evaluated for orthopaedic care 
here in Springfield, along with four chil-
dren with cleft lip and palate, who will 
also be evaluated by Dr. Philip Stoddard 
and his team, for surgery, to take place in 
Springfield or at the St. Boniface Hospital.

like the femoral head, a discovery which 
may one day 
provide an 
alternative to 
hip replace-
ment surgery 
in younger 
p a t i e n t s . 
This tech-

nique, demonstrated in 
a collaborative effort 
between Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children® - 
St. Louis, Washington 
University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis 
and Cytex Therapeu-
tics in Durham, North 
Carolina, is described 
in the July 18, 2016 
edition of the Proceed-
ings of the National 
Academy of Sciences 
of the United States of 

America.
 "Replacing a failed 
prosthetic joint is a 
difficult surgery," 
said Farshid Guilak, 
Ph.D., who is also a 
Professor at Wash-
ington University. 
"We've developed a 
way to resurface an 
arthritic joint using 
a patient's own stem 
cells to grow new 
cartilage, combined 
with gene therapy to 
release anti-inflam-
matory molecules to 
keep arthritis at bay. 
Our hope is to pre-
vent, or at least de-
lay, a standard metal 

and plastic prosthetic joint replacement."
 The technique uses a 3-D, biodegrad-
able synthetic scaffold that Guilak and 
his team developed. The scaffold, mold-
ed into the precise shape of a patient's 
joint, is covered with cartilage made 
from the patient's own stem cells taken 

The health care team at the Haiti screening clinic in June. 

Stem Cell Research Hold Promise for 
Children Needing Hip Replacement

 Farshid Guilak, Ph.D., Director of Re-
search at Shriners Hospitals for Children® 
- St. Louis, along with a team of scien-
tists, have programmed stem cells to grow 
new cartilage on a 3-D template shaped 

 "The Carter Center is very pleased to be helping Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children® provide life-changing care for children through-
out the world," said former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. "We 
look forward to the progress of these Haitian children and how 
their lives will forever be changed." 
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What’s New in Erie …from fat beneath the skin. The scaffold 
then can be implanted onto the surface 
of an arthritic hip, for example. Re-sur-
facing the hip joint with "living" tissue 
is designed to ease arthritis pain, and de-
lay or even eliminate the need for joint-
replacement surgery in some patients. 
Additionally, by inserting a gene into the 
newly grown cartilage and activating it 
with a drug, the gene can orchestrate the 
release of anti-inflammatory molecules 
to fight a return of arthritis, which usu-
ally is what triggers such joint problems.
 "When there is inflammation, we can 
give a patient a simple drug, which ac-
tivates the gene we've implanted, to 
lower inflammation in the joint," said 
Guilak, also a Professor of Develop-
mental Biology and of Biomedical En-
gineering. "We can stop giving the drug 
at any time, which turns off the gene." 
That gene therapy is important,” he ex-
plained, “because when levels of inflam-
matory molecules rise in a joint, the car-
tilage is destroyed and pain increases.” 
By adding gene therapy to the stem cell 
and scaffold technique, Guilak and his 
colleagues believe it will be possible to 
coax patients' joints to fend off arthritis 
and function better for a longer time.
 The 3-D scaffold is built using a 
weaving pattern that gives the device the 
structure and properties of normal carti-
lage. Franklin Moutos, Ph.D., Vice Pres-
ident of Technology Development at Cy-
tex, explained that the unique structure 
is the result of approximately 600 bio-
degradable fiber bundles woven together 
to create a high-performance fabric that 
can function like normal cartilage. "As 
evidence of this, the woven implants are 
strong enough to withstand loads up to 
10 times a patient's body weight, which 
is typically what our joints must bear 
when we exercise," Moutos said.

Ali Ross and Farshid Guilak Ph.D.
 Guilak, who also is the Director of 
Research at Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren® - St. Louis, and co-director of the 

Washing-
ton Uni-
v e r s i t y 
Center of 
Regenera-
tive Medi-
cine, has 
been col-
laborating 

with Cytex on this research. The scien-
tists have tested various aspects of the 
tissue engineering in cell culture, and 
some customized implants already are 
being tested in laboratory animals. Such 
devices could be ready for safety testing 
in humans in three to five years.
 A state-of-the-art, 6,000-square foot lab, 
will be open within the next few months at 
the new Shriners Hospitals for Children-
St. Louis in which Dr. Guilak and his team 
will be further advancing this and other re-
generative medicine research. Once com-
plete, the new lab will be the largest, most 
innovative facility for regenerative medi-
cine research in the country. Guilak and 
his team recently moved to St. Louis from 
Duke University.

Meet Keri Hustus, 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 

 Keri Hustus, 
MSN, CPNP, is the 
newest Pediatric 
Nurse Practitio-
ner at the Shriners 
Hospital for Chil-
dren® - Springfield. 
She will be seeing 
patients in fracture, 
spine and general orthopaedic clinics as 
well as assisting in the operating room. 
She is a recent graduate of the Direct-
Entry Masters of Nursing program at 
Massachusetts General Hospital Insti-
tute of Health Professions in Boston, 
MA. Keri earned her Bachelors of Sci-

ence Degree in Kinesiology from Gor-
don College, where she also minored 
in Spanish. During her time at Gordon, 
Keri played varsity volleyball and also 
had the opportunity to study abroad in 
Barcelona, Spain
 Keri first connected with Shriners 
Hospitals for Children® - Springfield 
during the Spring of 2016, in her final 
semester of studies at the MGH IHP for 
an elective clinical rotation. While at the 
Hospital, she was able to shadow medi-
cal staff in the Outpatient Department, 
as well as work in the Motion Analysis 
Lab, doing research for her capstone 
project. 
 In her free time, Keri enjoys hiking 
with her puppy and fiancé, renovating 
their 1840's home and exploring the 
small towns of New England. She re-
marks that she is very excited to become 
a part of the Shriners Hospital Team! 

Coming Soon … GoBabyGo! 
Promoting Independence and 

Mobility in Infants and Children
 Last month, members of the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children® - Springfield Re-
habilitation Team attended a workshop on 
the University of Delaware's GoBabyGo 
Program. Upon their return, they enthu-
siastically presented their impressions to 
the Board of Governors. With a simple 
yet profound gesture, a member, Rich-
ard A. Arndt, reached into his pocket and 
presented a personal check from him and 
his wife, Cheryl, for $5,000 to kick-start 
the Program at the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children® - Springfield. Dick states, "I 
thought it was a great idea and the looks 
on the kids' faces when they could actu-
ally move was just absolutely wonder-
ful."
 This is a program that "re-engineers" 
children's toy riding cars so they are 
adaptable to infants/children ages 8 
months - 4 years of age, who have mo-
bility challenges, increasing their inde-
pendence by allowing them to access 
their environment. Additional benefits of 
this self-powered movement is increas-
ing social interaction, increasing cogni-
tion and early proficiency in driving a 
powered mobile device.
 Through a collaborative effort with 
therapists, engineers, students and vol-
unteers, and local universities such as 
Western New England University, the 
Program is expected to go live in the Fall 
of 2016, at which time families will be 
notified and can apply for a toy riding 
car through our Facebook page.

Peers to the Rescue! 
Child Life Formalizes 

New Program for Peer-Peer Support
 Every family deserves the opportu-
nity to connect with someone who has 
walked a similar path. To be reminded 
– you're not alone.
  As part of our ongoing commitment to 
family-centered care, Shriners Hospitals 
for Children® is excited to offer our Peer 
Support Program in order to help create 
family-family partnerships, promoting ef-
fective coping and enhancing quality of 
life for the child and their family.
 Spearheaded by Samantha West, 
CCLS and Director of the Child Life De-
partment at Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren® - Springfield, this Program begins 
at the front door, when the child/family 
with a new diagnosis or treatment is of-
fered the ability to access support, while 
"established" families are offered the op-
portunity to play that supportive role for 
others.
 If you feel that one of your patients 
would benefit from this Program, please 
reach out to Samantha West at (413) 735-
1251 or sswest@shrinenet.org. 

E.L.K Charity Challenge 
Overwhelms Beads 4 Needs 

 The Everyone Loves Kids (E.L.K.) 
Charity Challenge is an automotive ad-
venture rally unlike any other. E.L.K. 
is an interactive adventure … pit-
ting philanthropic vehicle enthusiasts 
against one another in a seven-day 
journey to give back to America’s 
future - its children. The event raises 
money for national children’s chari-
ties, including Shriners Hospitals for 
Children®. 
 This year’s route for the E.L.K. 
event began in Detroit, Michigan, and 
finished at Lake Placid, New York. The 
route passed right through Erie, Penn-
sylvania, which gave the E.L.K. drivers 
a chance to stop into Shriners Hospitals 
for Children® - Erie. 
 Their challenge? Bring a toy or gift 
card for children served at SHC-Erie, 
meet Emily Mellish and acquire a Beads 
4 Needs bracelet. Many of the drivers 
went over and above the standard dona-
tion for bracelets. In fact, the first driver 
to arrive, gave Emily a $100 bill for his 
choice of bracelets. 
 By the end of the two-hour meet and 
greet, Beads 4 Needs raised almost $900 
and there were two tables overflowing 
with new toys and gift cards for the chil-
dren cared for at SHC-Erie. 

Walk for Love 
 On June 4th, a beautiful Saturday 
morning in Erie, countless Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children® supporters walked 
in SHC-Erie’s 2nd Annual Walk for Love 
in conjunction with the Highmark Walk 
for a Healthy Community at Presque 
Isle State Park. Walkers included Board 
members, Shriners, employees, patients 
and families. Fezzy was even on hand to 
help celebrate and cheer on the walkers. 
At the Shriners Hospitals for Children® 
informational table, employees handed 
out Shriners super hero capes to the chil-
dren walking. They loved to run around 
and watch the capes fly out behind them. 
A few of the adult walkers even wore 
capes to show their support! 
 Last year our Walk raised $15,900 
to help provide the highest quality care 
to children with orthopaedic conditions 
and other special health care needs. This 
year we surpassed our goal and raised a 
total of $17,658! 
 The SHC-Erie Board of Directors 
formed a team and raised over $10,000 
towards our goal. A special thank you 
to Erie Board Member, Howard Mer-
ritt, who single-handedly raised almost 
$7,000. Thank you to everyone who 
walked and supported our walkers. The 
Walk for Love would not be successful 
without all of the support. 

Community Day 
 The smell of freshly popped popcorn 
filled the air. The sounds of a 1912 calli-
ope could be heard over the hum of clas-
sic car motors. Another exciting Com-
munity Day was under way. 
 The threat of rain and thunderstorms 
loomed, but that did not scare off the 
Shriners or their Ladies. 
 This year featured a new addition. 
A special car seat safety program for 
Shrine drivers. The session was very 
well-attended. 
 The sun arrived just in time for the fi-
nal event, a wonderful Shrine ceremony 
in which Divans from each Temple were 
recognized and the volunteer drivers 
were honored.  

Erie Gives Day
Syria and Osiris Top Donors 

 For the second year in a row, the 
largest donation made to any non-profit 
during Erie Gives Day was from Syria 
Shriners in Pittsburgh, PA, in the amount 
of $103,000. 

 This generous gift, along with others – 
including a $52,000 donation from Osiris 
Shriners in Wheeling, WV – helped us 
finish second among the non-profit partici-
pants again this year. 

 Shriners Hospitals for Children®  - Erie 
received its match from the Erie Commu-
nity Foundation on August 26th. The total 
amount raised was $241,173.
 Thank you to Syria, Osiris and all of our 
affiliated Temples for helping to make Erie 
Gives Day such a great success! 

Rain Didn’t Stop the Ride & Rally 
 On August 13th, Lake Erie Freedom 
Chapter, Victory Motorcycle Club along 
with Off-Road Express hosted the 7th 
Annual Ride & Rally Poker Run and Par-

ty. The Poker Run registration was held 
at the Medical Center where the bikers 
assembled to begin their ride. There was 
no shortage of bikes and there were rid-
ers from both the Zem Zem Cycle Corps 
and the Syria Cycle Corps. 
 The ride was followed by a Rally at 
Zem Zem Shriners that included five 
bands and lots of good food from Odis 
12 Bar & Grill.

Supreme Queen Visits 
Erie Medical Center 

 Daughters of the Nile Supreme 
Queen, Cathy Carol Rose, visited our 
Medical Center on August 5th for a tour. 
Thank you to the Supreme Queen and 
the Daughters of the Nile for stopping by 
and for their dedication to the mission of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children®! 

Commitment to Erie Awards 
 Shriners Hospitals for Children® 

- Erie has been selected as a finalist in 
the Fifth Annual Commitment to Erie 
Awards. We are a finalist, for the second 
consecutive year, in the Non-profit of the 
Year Category, along with other excel-
lent non-profits. In addition to us, the list 
also includes: Achievement Center, Erie 
City Mission and Erie Homes for Chil-
dren and Adults 
 Finalists were honored on Wednes-
day, September 14th at the Bayfront 
Convention Center, with an awards cere-
mony and dinner. We will be sponsoring 
a table that evening to include members 
of our Best Place to Work Team. 
 It is an honor for SHC-Erie to again 
be a finalist for this award.  ¤
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DaMascus
LEgiOn Of

hOnOR
By Derek VanHouten, Commander
 At the first Shrine Meeting for the Fall 
Season, the Legion of Honor provided 
the dinner for the evening. As Command-
er this year, I thank those who helped pre-
pare, serve and clean up the facility.
 Little did we know that halfway 
through the cleanup, just when we were 
into washing the dishes, the power went 
out in the area. Probably due to the high 
temperatures of the day. That’s when 
Nobles Ron Weber, Ken Milner, Vance 
Collom, Frank Russell and Fred Ludwig 
all pitched in to make it a successful eve-
ning … even with a power failure.
 A special thank you to Noble John 
Hellaby and his Lady, Kellie, who did 
the bulk of buying the food, cooking the 
pasta, setting up the buffet line and as-
sisting wherever they were needed.
 We would be remiss if we didn't thank 
the Ill. Kevin Faro and his Divan for al-
lowing the Legion of Honor to have this 
Fundraising event for the Legion. ¤ __________________        __________________
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By Derek VanHouten
 Once in a while, if one keeps one's 
eyes open, a historical item will come 
your way that you're not expecting. Case 
in point … recently at the local auction 
we attended in Penn Yan, an item jumped 
out at me that I never thought I would see.
 In the historical cabinet in the Shrine 
Center hallway, we have a set of ceramic 
mugs and a tankard from the 1911 Im-
perial Council Session that was held in 
Rochester. 
 Lo and behold, here was another tan-
kard, worn but in very good condition, 
that eventually was going to be put on 
the auction block. I patiently waited until 
the item came up for bid and there was 
only one other bidder. He dropped out 
and I am now the owner of this beautiful 
tankard from the 1911 Imperial Session. 
I haven't decided yet what I'm going to 
do with it, but probably will donate it to 
the collection.
 Noble Matt Muller is also an avid col-
lector of Masonic antiquities and prob-
ably has more material than I. A hunt for 
Masonic treasure is an ongoing journey 
and one never knows when something 
of historical significance will come into 
one's possession.

Damascus Shriners 
2016 Christmas Party

__________________        __________________

 Once again let me say, if you have 
something of Shrine or Masonic nature, 
let me know about it and I will do a story 

Sponsored by Geneva and Auburn Shrine Clubs

All Welcome
For All Shriners, Masons, Their Ladies and Their Guests

Club 86 Party House - 86 Avenue E, Geneva
6 p.m. - Hors D’Oeuvres - Personality Adjustment

7 p.m. - Dinner Served
Prime Rib ~ Baked 1/2 Chicken ~ or Broiled White Fish

All dinners include soup, salad and dessert and coffee
6 p.m.-10 p.m. - Music and Dancing

Price $90 per Couple
Please Specify Dinner Choice & the number in your party

Friday, December 16th

on it for you or possibly direct you to 
where you can find more information. ¤

Dress Code: Tuxedos or Business Suits and Fez for Gentlemen; Cocktail Dresses for the Ladies

Reservations by Monday, December 12th
Send checks & choices to Geneva Shrine Club, c/o Charles Rouse, 19 Herbert St, Geneva 14456 

Raffles and Prizes

NOVEMBER
12 Scottish Rite 32°, Buffalo
17 Scottish Rite Veteran’s Appreciation Program, 
  Shrine Center
29 Monroe District Grand Lecturer’s Convention, Fairport

DECEMBER
 3 Scottish Rite Cap Presentaation Breakfast, Spencerport
10 All-Masonic Children’s Holiday Party, Shrine Center

Masonic Activities Looking Ahead
2017                                 JANUARY
 7 Scottish Rite Symbolic Lodge Awards, Shrine Center
31 Monroe Purple Club Meeting

FEBRUARY
18 Road to the East, TBD
18 Scottish Rite Ladies Night, Artisan Works

MARCH
 4 Road to the East, TBD
29 Monroe Purple Club Meeting
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Webster Lodge
Spaghetti Dinner

5-7 p.m.
$9 adult; $5 Child

Northfield - OV, Pittsford
Webster 
Eunice, Caledonia

Webster
Lalla Rookh Caldron 

Executive Council
Scottish Rite, Shrine Center
   

Milnor, Shortsville
Union, Lima
RAM - Hiram Chapter
Perry Shrine Club
Monroe District Masters
   and Wardens. Shrine 
   Center 

Milnor, Shortsville
Union, Lima
RAM - Hiram Chapter
Lalla Rookh Caldron, 

Spencerport

Oatka - 3°, Scottsville
Masonic Service Bureau 

Board Meeting, Shrine 
Center

Damascus Legion of 
Honor, Shrine Center

Drumlin Square, Palmyra
Olive Branch, Le Roy
Masonic War Veterans
   Birthday Party, Canandaigua 
RSM-Doric Council,  Pittsford
Lalla Rookh Grotto, 

Shrine Center

Oatka, Scottsville
Tall Cedars - E, Pittsford

Drumlin Square, Palmyra
Olive Branch, Le Roy
Damascus Shrine 

Ceremonial
OES - Lilac Star

Clio, Hilton
Nunda Station
OES - Fairport and 

Starlight

Inspiration, Shrine Center 
Seneca, Webster
OES - Mary Jane Holmes, 

Brockport

Clio, Hilton
Nunda Station

OES - Starlight

Inspiration, Shrine Center Fairport-Flower City
Wakan-Hubbard, 
Webster

Unity, Spencerport

Geneva Lunch Club

ERAC, Shrine Center
Fairport-Flower City
Union Star - OV, Honeoye 

Falls  
Unity, Spencerport
Wakan-Hubbard, Webster

DeMolay, Shrine Center

KT - Cyrene/Monroe

OES - Etoleah, Spencerport

Auburn Shrine Club

Daughters of the Nile, 
Webster

Sagoyewatha, Phelps

Scottish Rite Fall Reunion, 
Shrine Center

Grand Master’s Reception, 
Buffalo

KT - Cyrene/Monroe, 
Pittsford - Open Meeting

Lalla Rookh Grotto - 
Board of Governors, 
Shrine Center

Damascus Shrine Divan

DeMolay, Shrine Center

Damascus Shrine Divan, 
Shrine Center

d- - - - - - - - - - - - Fall ESGA Convention, Dunkirk, October 13-16 - - - - - - - - - - - c

Rosh Hashanah

Columbus Day 
Observed

Yom Kippur

Halloween

            Scottish Rite
            Council of 

Deliberation, East
   Syracuse

Fall ESGA Convention, 
Dunkirk, October 13-16

Damascus Shrine 
Sportsman’s 
Raffle, Shrine 
Center


